
Title 
 

Details 

Stay with me by Ayobami Adebayo 
Yejide and Akin have been married since they met and fell in love at university. Though many expected Akin to take several wives, he and 
Yejide have always agreed: polygamy is not for them. But four years into their marriage--after consulting fertility doctors and healers, trying 
strange teas and unlikely cures--Yejide is still not pregnant. She assumes she still has time--until her family arrives on her doorstep with a young 
woman they introduce as Akin's second wife. Furious, shocked, and livid with jealousy, Yejide knows the only way to save her marriage is to 
get pregnant, which, finally, she does, but at a cost far greater than she could have dared to imagine. An electrifying novel of enormous emotional 

power, Stay with Me asks how much we can sacrifice for the sake of family. 

304 p. 
eAudio 
available 
 
Fiction – 
Nigeria 

Americanah by Chimamandah Ngozi Adiche (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for 
America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze 
had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen 
years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland. 
 

447 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Literary Fiction 

The mystery woman by Belinda Alexandra 
In a small town, everyone is watching ... Secrets, scandal and betrayal in 1950s small town Australia: the stunning new novel from bestseller 
Belinda Alexandra. She had thought Shipwreck Bay was simply a remote town where people were bored senseless with their little lives. Now 
she saw its virtuous facade hid something darker, more sinister. Rebecca Wood takes the role as postmistress in a sleepy seaside town, 
desperate for anonymity after a scandal in Sydney. But she is confronted almost at once by a disturbing discovery - her predecessor committed 
suicide. To add to her worries, her hopes for a quiet life are soon threatened by the attentions of the dashing local doctor, the unsettling 

presence of a violent whaling captain and a corrupt shire secretary, as well as the watchful eyes of the town's gossips. Yet in spite of herself she is 
drawn to the enigmatic resident of the house on the clifftop, rumoured to have been a Nazi spy. Against the backdrop of the turbulent sea, Rebecca is 
soon caught up in the dangerous mysteries that lie behind Shipwreck Bay's respectable net curtains. 

425 p. 
CD, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Violeta by Isabel Allende  
One extraordinary woman. One hundred years of history. One unforgettable story. Violeta comes into the world on a stormy day in 1920, the 
first daughter in a family of five boisterous sons. From the start, her life is marked by extraordinary events. The ripples of the Great War are still 
being felt, even as the Spanish flu arrives on the shores of her South American homeland almost at the moment of her birth. Toldin the form of 
a letter to someone Violeta loves above all others, this is the story of a hundred-year life – of devastating heartbreak and passionate affairs, 
poverty and wealth, terrible loss and immense joy. Bearing witness to a century of history, it is a life shaped by the fight for women's rights, the 

rise and fall of tyrants and, ultimately, not one but two pandemics. 

320 p. 
E-book & LP 
available 
 
Historical 
Fiction 
 

My Name is Emilia del Valle by Isabele Allende (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
287 p. 
eBook available 
 



In San Francisco 1866, an Irish nun, left pregnant and abandoned following a torrid relationship with a Chilean 
aristocrat, gives birth to a daughter named Emilia Del Valle. Raised by a loving stepfather, Emilia grows into an 
independent thinker and a self-sufficient young woman. 
To pursue her passion for writing, she is willing to defy societal norms. At the age of sixteen, she begins to publish 
pulp fiction under a man’s pen name. When these fictional worlds can't contain her sense of adventure any longer, 

she turns to journalism, convincing an editor at the San Francisco Examiner to hire her. There she is paired with another 
talented reporter, Eric Whelan. 
As she proves herself, her restlessness returns, until an opportunity arises to cover a brewing civil war in Chile. She seizes 
it, along with Eric, and while there, begins to uncover the truth about her father and the country that represents her roots. 
But as the war escalates, Emilia finds herself in danger and at a crossroads, questioning both her identity and her destiny. 
A riveting tale of self-discovery and love from one of the most masterful storytellers of our time, My Name is Emilia del Valle 
introduces a character who will never let hold of your heart. 

Historical 
Fiction 

Dancing with the enemy by Diane Armstrong 
June 1940. `It was a perfect June evening that began with hope and ended in despair.' So begins the journal of Hugh Jackson, a Jersey 
doctor, whose idyllic world is shattered when Britain abandons the Channel Islands which are invaded by the Germans. Forced to choose 
between conflicting loyalties, he sends his pregnant wife to England, believing their separation will be brief. It's a fateful decision that will affect 
every aspect of his life. May 1942. Young Tom Gaskell fumes whenever he sees the hated swastika flying from Fort Regent. Humiliated by 
Jersey's surrender and ashamed of his mother's fraternisation with the occupiers, Tom forms an audacious plan, not suspecting that it will 

result in guilt and tragedy. April 2019. Sydney doctor Xanthe Maxwell, traumatised by the suicide of her colleague and burnt out by the relentless 
pressure of her hospital work, travels to St Helier so she can figure out what to do with her life. But when she finds Hugh Jackson's World War II 
journal, she is plunged into a violent world of oppression and collusion, but also of passion and resistance. As she reads, she is mystified by her 
growing sense of connection to the past. Her deepening relationship with academic Daniel Miller helps her understand Jersey's wartime past and 
determine her own future. 

441 p.  
eBook available 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
What if you could live again and again, until you got it right? 
On a cold and snowy night in 1910, Ursula Todd is born to an English banker and his wife. She dies before she can draw her first breath. 
On that same cold and snowy night, Ursula Todd is born, lets out a lusty wail, and embarks upon a life that will be, to say the least, unusual. 
For as she grows, she also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of ways, while the young century marches on towards its second cataclysmic world 
war. 

Does Ursula's apparently infinite number of lives give her the power to save the world from its inevitable destiny? And if she can - will she? 

544 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction/Fantasy 

Cold Enough for Snow by Jessica Au - Inaugural Winner of the Novel Prize 
 A mother and daughter travel from abroad to meet in Tokyo: they walk along the canals through the autumn evenings, escape the typhoon 
rains, share meals in small cafes and restaurants, and visit galleries to see some of the city's most radical modern art. All the while, they talk: 
about the weather, horoscopes, clothes, and objects, about family, distance, and memory. But uncertainties abound. Who is really speaking 
here - is it only the daughter? And what is the real reason behind this elliptical, perhaps even spectral journey? At once a careful reckoning 

112 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
General Fiction 
 



and an elegy, Cold Enough for Snow questions whether any of us speak a common language, which dimensions can contain love, and what claim we 
have to truly know another's inner world. 
Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Since its immediate success in 1813, Pride and Prejudice has remained one of the most popular novels in the English language. Jane Austen 
called this brilliant work "her own darling child" and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth Bennet, "as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print." 
The romantic clash between the opinionated Elizabeth and her proud beau, Mr. Darcy, is a splendid performance of civilized sparring. And Jane 
Austen's radiant wit sparkles as her characters dance a delicate quadrille of flirtation and intrigue, making this book the most superb comedy of 
manners of Regency England. 

438 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail  
 
Classics 

A man called Ove by Fredrik Backman. 
A grumpy yet loveable man finds his solitary world turned on its head when a boisterous young family moves in next door. 
Meet Ove. He's a curmudgeon, the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his bedroom window. 
He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him the bitter neighbor from hell, but must Ove be bitter just because he 
doesn't walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time? Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one 
November morning a chatty young couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove's mailbox, it is the 

lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change 
one cranky old man and a local residents' association to their very foundations. 

295 p. 
  
Contemporary 
Fiction 

The Sugar Girls by Duncan Barrett & Nuala Calvi 
In the years leading up to and after the Second World War thousands of women left school at fourteen to work in the bustling factories of 
London’s East End. Despite long hours, hard and often hazardous work, factory life afforded exciting opportunities for independence, friendship 
and romance. Of all the factories that lined the docks, it was at Tate and Lyle’s where you could earn the most generous wages and enjoy the 
best social life, and it was here where The Sugar Girls worked. Through the Blitz and on through the years of rationing The Sugar Girls kept 
Britain sweet. The work was back-breakingly hard, but Tate & Lyle was more than just a factory, it was a community, a calling, a place of love 

and support and an uproarious, tribal part of the East End. From young Ethel to love-worn Lillian, irrepressible Gladys to Miss Smith who tries to keep a 
workforce of flirtatious young men and women on the straight and narrow, this is an evocative, moving story of hunger, hardship and happiness. 

352 p. 
 
Biography/ 
History 

Hope by Rosie Batty 
After tragedy, how do we find hope? A memoir about what it takes to get through the very worst of times from Rosie Batty - a woman who 
has experienced tragedy, who had lost all hope, yet now is intent on finding it again. On a warm summer's evening in February 2014, eleven-
yearold Luke Batty was killed by his father at cricket practice. It was a horrific act of family violence that shocked Australia. The next morning, 
his mother Rosie bravely stood before the media. Her powerful and gut-wrenching words about family violence galvanised the nation and 
catapulted her into the spotlight. From that day on, Rosie Batty campaigned tirelessly to protect women and children, winning hearts and 

minds with her courage and compassion, singlehandedly changing the conversation around domestic violence in this country. Rosie's remarkable efforts 
were recognised when she became the 2015 Australian of the Year and a year later she was named one of the World's Greatest Leaders by Fortune 
magazine. However, behind Rosie's steely public resolve and seemingly unbreakable spirit, she was a mum grieving the loss of her adored son. What 
happens when you become an accidental hero? What happens the day after the worst day of your life? What happens when you are forced to confront 
the emptiness and silence of a house that once buzzed with the energy of a young son? You go to dark places from which you're not sure you'll ever 
recover.   

288 p.  CD, 
eBook & eAudio 
available   
 
Memoir 



The Uncommon Reader by Alan Bennett 
When her corgis stray into a mobile library parked near Buckingham Palace, the Queen feels duty-bound to borrow a book. Discovering the 
joy of reading widely (from J. R. Ackerley, Jean Genet, and Ivy Compton-Burnett to the classics) and intelligently, she finds that her view of 
the world changes dramatically. Abetted in her newfound obsession by Norman, a young man from the royal kitchens, the Queen comes to 
question the prescribed order of the world and loses patience with the routines of her role as monarch. Her new passion for reading initially 
alarms the palace staff and soon leads to surprising and very funny consequences for the country at large. 

121 p. 
LP & CD 
available 
 
Humorous 
Fiction 

The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett -Won Women’s Prize for Fiction 
The Vignes twin sisters will always be identical. But after growing up together in a small, southern black community and running away at age 
sixteen, it's not just the shape of their daily lives that is different as adults, it's everything: their families, their communities, their racial identities. 
Many years later, one sister lives with her black daughter in the same southern town she once tried to escape. The other passes for white, and 
her white husband knows nothing of her past. Still, even separated by so many miles and just as many lies, the fates of the twins remain 
intertwined. What will happen to the next generation, when their own daughters' storylines intersect? Weaving together multiple strands and 

generations of this family, from the Deep South to California, from the 1950s to the 1990s, Brit Bennett produces a story that is at once a riveting, 
emotional family story and a brilliant exploration of the American history of passing. Looking well beyond issues of race, The Vanishing Half considers 
the lasting influence of the past as it shapes a person's decisions, desires, and expectations, and explores some of the multiple reasons and realms in 
which people sometimes feel pulled to live as something other than their origins. 

343 p. 
 
Literary Fiction 
 

White girl by Tony Birch 
Odette Brown has lived her whole life on the fringes of a small country town. Raising her granddaughter Sissy on her own, Odette has managed 
to stay under the radar of the welfare authorities who are removing Aboriginal children from their communities. When the menacing Sergeant 
Lowe arrives in town, determined to fully enforce the law, any freedom that Odette and Sissy enjoy comes under grave threat. Odette must 
make an impossible choice to protect her family. In The White Girl, Tony Birch has created memorable characters whose capacity for love and 
courage are a timely reminder of the endurance of the human spirit. 

265 p. 
CD, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Historical/ First 
Nations fiction 

Australian Gospel: a family saga by Lech Blaine (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
From one of Australia's most brilliant writers, a dark comedy about the tangled fates of two couples and the children trapped between them 
Michael and Mary Shelley are Christian fanatics who loathe their fellow Australians – especially their 'foul language, reckless indulgence of 
alcohol and obsession with idiotic ball sports'. Lenore and Tom Blaine are working-class Queensland publicans raising a large family in a 
raucous, loving, rugby-league-obsessed home. There's just one problem. The Blaines are foster parents to three of the Shelleys' children, who 
were removed from Michael and Mary as infants. And the Shelleys are prepared to do anything to get them back. Anything.  

Australian Gospel is a family saga like no other – heartbreaking, hilarious and altogether astonishing.  

385 p.  
eBook avail 
 
Biography - 
Australian 

Dark Mode by Ashley Kalagian Blunt   
For years, Reagan Carsen has kept her life offline. No socials. No internet presence. No photos. Safe. Until the day she stumbles on a shocking 
murder in a Sydney laneway. The victim looks just like her Coincidence? As more murders shake the city and she’s increasingly drawn out 
from hiding, Reagan is forced to confront her greatest fear. She’s been found. A riveting psychological thriller drawn from true events, Dark 
Mode delves into the terrifying reality of the dark web, and the price we pay for surrendering our privacy one click at a time.      

400 p.  
CD, LP, eBook 
& eAudio avail  
Thriller/Crime 

The hearts invisible furies by John Boyne (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 582 p. 

https://www.booktopia.com.au/the-white-girl-tony-birch/prod9780702260384.html


 Cyril Avery is not a real Avery or at least that’s what his adoptive parents tell him. And he never will be. But if he isn’t a real Avery, then who 
is he? Born out of wedlock to a teenage girl cast out from her rural Irish community and adopted by a well-to-do if eccentric Dublin couple via 
the intervention of a hunchbacked Redemptorist nun, Cyril is adrift in the world, anchored only tenuously by his heartfelt friendship with the 
infinitely more glamourous and dangerous Julian Woodbead. At the mercy of fortune and coincidence, he will spend a lifetime coming to know 
himself and where he came from – and over his three score years and ten, will struggle to discover an identity, a home, a country and much 

more. 

EBook & 
eAudiobook 
avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction LGBTI+ 

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set in a not-too-distant future where books are burned by a special task force of firemen. Guy Montag is 
a fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there 
is discord in his marriage. Are books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, 
escorted by helicopters, is ready to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books. The classic novel of a post-
literate future, Fahrenheit 451 stands alongside Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New World as a prophetic account of Western civilisation's 

enslavement by the media, drugs and conformity. Bradbury's powerful and poetic prose combines with uncanny insight into the potential of technology 
to create a novel which over fifty years from first publication, still has the power to dazzle and shock. 

194 p.  
EBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Classic/ 
Dystopian 

Horse by Geraldine Brooks  
A discarded painting in a junk pile, a skeleton in an attic, and the greatest racehorse in American history: from these strands, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner braids a sweeping story of spirit, obsession, and injustice across American history. Kentucky, 1850. An enslaved groom named Jarret 
and a bay foal forge a bond of understanding that will carry the horse to record-setting victories across the South. When the nation erupts in 
civil war, an itinerant young artist who has made his name on paintings of the racehorse takes up arms for the Union. On a perilous night, he 
reunites with the stallion and his groom, very far from the glamor of any racetrack. New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery owner 

celebrated for taking risks on edgy contemporary painters, becomes obsessed with a nineteenth-century equestrian oil painting of mysterious 
provenance. Washington, DC, 2019. Jess, a Smithsonian scientist from Australia, and Theo, a Nigerian-American art historian, find themselves 
unexpectedly connected through their shared interest in the horse--one studying the stallion's bones for clues to his power and endurance, the other 
uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black horsemen who were critical to his racing success. 
Based on the remarkable true story of the record-breaking thoroughbred Lexington, Horse is a novel of art and science, love and obsession, and our 
unfinished reckoning with racism 
 

400 p.  
LP avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Before you knew my name by Jacqueline Bublitz 
This is not just another novel about a dead girl. When she arrived in New York on her 18th birthday carrying nothing but $600 cash and a 
stolen camera, Alice Lee was looking for a fresh start. Now, just one month later, she is the city's latest Jane Doe, an unidentified murder 
victim. Ruby Jones is also trying to start over; she travelled halfway around the world only to find herself lonelier than ever. Until she finds 
Alice's body by the Hudson River. From this first, devastating encounter, the two women form an unbreakable bond. Alice is sure that Ruby 
is the key to solving the mystery of her life - and death. And Ruby - struggling to forget what she saw that morning - finds herself unable to let 

Alice go. Not until she is given the ending she deserves. 
 

328 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Thriller 

The Book of Colours by Robyn Cadwallader 360 p. 



 London, 1321: In a small stationers's shop in Paternoster Row, three people are drawn together around the creation of a magnificent book, an 
illuminated manuscript of prayers, a Book of Hours. Even though the commission seems to answer the aspirations of each one of them, their 
own desires and ambitions threaten its completion. As each struggles to see the book come into being, it will change everything they have 
understood about their place in the world. Set in London just before the Peasants' Revolt - that remarkable, revolutionary uprising of the lower 
classes - this is a story about power the place of women in the roiling and turbulent world of the early fourteenth century; what power they 

have, how they wield it, and just how temporary and conditional it is.  

eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

The Mother by Jane Caro  

Recently widowed, Miriam Duffy is a respectable North Shore real estate agent and devoted mother and grandmother. She was thrilled when her younger daughter Ally 
married her true love, but as time goes by Miriam wonders whether all is well with Ally, as she moves to the country and gradually withdraws, finding excuses every time 
Miriam offers to visit. Their relationship has always had its ups and downs, and Miriam tries to give her daughter the distance she so clearly wants. But is all as it seems? 
When the truth of her daughter's situation is revealed, Miriam watches in disbelief as Ally and her children find themselves increasingly vulnerable and cut off from the 

world. As the situation escalates and the law proves incapable of protecting them, Miriam is faced with an unthinkable decision. But she will do anything for the people she loves most 
in the world. Wouldn't you? A stunning, gripping novel that goes to the heart of a mother's love and asks what any of us might do when faced with a threat to the people we hold most 
dear. 

368 p. 
CD, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Fiction Crime 
  

Lyrebird by Jane Caro (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Twenty years ago, ornithology student Jessica Weston panicked when she heard a woman screaming for her life in the remote Barrington 
Tops. Her relief, when she discovers that it is a lyrebird making the sounds, is profound. She is thrilled to have caught his display on video. 
Then she remembers—lyrebirds are mimics. Whatever the wild creature has heard must have really happened, and happened nearby. 
Jessica takes her video to the police. Despite support from newly minted detective, Megan Blaxland, with no missing person reported and no 

body, her evidence is ridiculed and dismissed. 
Twenty years later, a body is unearthed, just where Jessica said it would be. 
Horrified they let the case go cold, Jessica, now an associate professor, and Megan, recently retired but brought back to head up the investigation, 
reunite and join forces. They are determined to find the killer, whatever it takes. What they don't realise is that they are not just putting their lives in 
danger, but also the lives of those close to them . . . 

368 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Crime 

A Psalm for the Wild-Built by Becky Chambers  
Centuries before, robots of Panga gained self-awareness, laid down their tools, wandered, en masse into the wilderness, never to be seen 
again. They faded into myth and urban legend. Now the life of the tea monk who tells this story is upended by the arrival of a robot, there to 
honour the old promise of checking in. The robot cannot go back until the question of "what do people need?" is answered. But the answer to 
that question depends on who you ask, and how. They will need to ask it a lot. Chambers' series asks: in a world where people have what they 

want, does having more matter? 

160 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Science Fiction 

Chai time at Cinnamon Gardens by Shankari Chandran  (Winner of Miles Franklin Award)  
 Welcome to Cinnamon Gardens, a home for those who are lost and the stories they treasure. Cinnamon Gardens Nursing Home is nestled in 
the quiet suburb of Westgrove, Sydney – populated with residents with colourful histories, each with their own secrets, triumphs and failings. 
This is their safe place, an oasis of familiar delights – a beautiful garden, a busy kitchen and a bountiful recreation schedule. But this ordinary 
neighbourhood is not without its prejudices. The serenity of Cinnamon Gardens is threatened by malignant forces more interested in what 

384 p.  
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Contemporar y 
Fiction 



makes this refuge different rather than embracing the calm companionship that makes this place home to so many. As those who challenge the residents’ 
existence make their stand against the nursing home with devastating consequences, our characters are forced to reckon with a country divided. Chai 
Time at Cinnamon Gardens is about family and memory, community and race, but is ultimately a love letter to story-telling and how our stories shape 
who we are. 
Unfinished Business by Shankari Chadran (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Sri Lanka, 2009. Decades of civil war and bloodshed are being brought to an end at last – by any means necessary. In the capital, Colombo, 
tenacious journalist Ameena Fernando is murdered, execution-style, on a busy street near her home, with no witnesses. 
With pressure growing to find Ameena’s killers, CIA agent Ellie Harper is sent to seek justice for the journalist’s death with strict instructions: 
Find something, but not too much. It’s her first time returning to the island after her last mission went tragically awry four years prior, and Ellie 

has more than one ghost to lay to rest. Amidst the international scheming and jostling for stakes in post-war Sri Lanka, Ellie follows the trail of secrets 
on a mission to uncover a truth worth killing for. 

320 p. 
eBook available 
 
Mystery/Thriller 

Jack Charles : Born again Blakfella by Jack Charles and Namila Benson  
Jack Charles has worn many hats throughout his life: actor, cat burglar, musician, heroin addict, activist, even Senior Victorian Australian of 
the Year. But the title he’s most proud to claim is that of Aboriginal Elder. Stolen from his mother and placed into institutional care when he was 
only a few months old, Uncle Jack was raised under the government’s White Australia Policy. The loneliness and isolation he experienced 
during those years had a devastating impact on him that endured long after he reconnected with his Aboriginal roots and discovered his stolen 
identity. Even today he feels like an outsider; a loner; a fringe dweller. In this honest and no-holds-barred memoir, Uncle Jack reveals the ‘ups 

and downs of this crazy, drugged up, locked up, fucked up, and at times unbelievable, life’. From his sideline as a cat burglar, battles with drug addiction 
and stints in prison, to gracing the nation’s stages and screens as he dazzled audiences with his big personality and acting prowess, he takes us through 
the most formative moments of his life. 

256 p. 
CD, eBook avail 
 
Autobiography/ 
First Nations  
 

Daughters of Shandong by Eve J Chung   
1948, civil war ravages the Chinese countryside, but in rural Shandong, the wealthy, landowning Angs are more concerned with their lack of 
an heir. Hai is the eldest of four girls and spends her days looking after her sisters. Headstrong Di, who is just a year younger, learns to hide in 
plain sight, and their mother—abused by the family for failing to birth a boy—finds her own small acts of rebellion in the kitchen. As the 
Communist army closes in on their town, the rest of the prosperous household flees, leaving behind the girls and their mother because they 
view them as useless mouths to feed. Without an Ang male to punish, the land-seizing cadres choose Hai, as the eldest child, to stand trial for 

her family’s crimes. She barely survives their brutality. Realizing the worst is yet to come, the women plan their escape. Starving and penniless but 
resourceful, they forge travel permits and embark on a thousand-mile journey to confront the family that abandoned them. From the countryside to the 
bustling city of Qingdao, and onward to British Hong Kong and eventually Taiwan, they witness the changing tide of a nation and the plight of multitudes 
caught in the wake of revolution. But with the loss of their home and the life they’ve known also comes new freedom—to take hold of their fate, to shake 
free of the bonds of their gender, and to claim their own story. Told in assured, evocative prose, with impeccably drawn characters, Daughters of 
Shandong is a hopeful, powerful story about the resilience of women in war; the enduring love between mothers, daughters, and sisters; and the 
sacrifices made to lift up future generations. 

400 p.   
 
 
 
Historical 
Fiction/ 
China 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 152 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 



In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his 
son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s history and current crisis. Americans have built an 
empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited 
through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body 
and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? 

Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son—and 
readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil 
War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as 
American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the World and Me 
clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way forward. 
 

Non-Fiction 
Social 
Justice/Race 

Dark Matter by Blake Crouch (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Jason Dessen is walking home through the chilly Chicago streets one night, looking forward to a quiet evening in 
front of the fireplace with his wife, Daniela, and their son, Charlie—when his reality shatters. 
"Are you happy with your life?" 
Those are the last words Jason Dessen hears before the masked abductor knocks him unconsciousBefore he 

awakens to find himself strapped to a gurney, surrounded by strangers in hazmat suits. 
Before a man Jason's never met smiles down at him and says, "Welcome back, my friend." 
In this world he's woken up to, Jason's life is not the one he knows. His wife is not his wife. His son was never born. And 
Jason is not an ordinary college physics professor, but a celebrated genius who has achieved something remarkable. 
Something impossible. 
Is it this world or the other that's the dream? 
And even if the home he remembers is real, how can Jason possibly make it back to the family he loves? The answers lie in 
a journey more wondrous and horrifying than anything he could've imagined—one that will force him to confront the darkest 
parts of himself even as he battles a terrifying, seemingly unbeatable foe. 

416 p. 
eBook avail 
 
Thriller/Sci-
Fiction 

American Dirt by Jeannie Cummins 
También de este lado hay sueños. On this side, too, there are dreams. Lydia Quixano Pérez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco. She runs a 
bookstore. She has a son, Luca, the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. And while there are cracks beginning to show 
in Acapulco because of the drug cartels, her life is, by and large, fairly comfortable. Even though she knows they’ll never sell, Lydia stocks 
some of her all-time favorite books in her store. And then one day a man enters the shop to browse and comes up to the register with a few 
books he would like to buy—two of them her favourites. Javier is erudite. He is charming. And, unbeknownst to Lydia, he is the jefe of the 

newest drug cartel that has gruesomely taken over the city. When Lydia’s husband tell-all profile of Javier is published, none of their lives will ever be 
the same. Forced to flee, Lydia and eight-year-old Luca soon find themselves miles and worlds away from their comfortable middle-class existence. 
Instantly transformed into migrants, Lydia and Luca ride la bestia—trains that make their way north toward the United States, which is the only place 
Javier’s reach doesn’t extend. As they join the countless people trying to reach el norte, Lydia soon sees that everyone is running from something. But 
what exactly are they running to? 

465 p. 
 
Contemporary 
Fiction/ 
Thriller 



The last thing he told me by Laura Dave 
Before Owen Michaels disappears, he manages to smuggle a note to his beloved wife of one year: Protect her. Despite her confusion and fear, 
Hannah Hall knows exactly to whom the note refers: Owen’s sixteen-year-old daughter, Bailey. Bailey, who lost her mother tragically as a child. 
Bailey, who wants absolutely nothing to do with her new stepmother. As Hannah’s increasingly desperate calls to Owen go unanswered; as the 
FBI arrests Owen’s boss; as a US Marshal and FBI agents arrive at her Sausalito home unannounced, Hannah quickly realizes her husband 
isn’t who he said he was. And that Bailey just may hold the key to figuring out Owen’s true identity—and why he really disappeared. 

 

306 p. 
LP & eBook 
available 
 
Fiction- Thriller 

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
It is 1941 and Captain Antonio Corelli, a young Italian officer, is posted to the Greek island of Cephallonia as part of the occupying forces. At 
first he is ostracised by the locals, but as a conscientious but far from fanatical soldier, whose main aim is to have a peaceful war, he proves 
in time to be civilised, humorous - and a consummate musician. When the local doctor's daughter's letters to her fiancé - a member of the 
underground - go unanswered, the working of the eternal triangle seems inevitable. But can this fragile love survive as a war of bestial 
savagery gets closer and the lines are drawn between invader and defender? 

436 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
  Historical 
Fiction 

Family Baggage by Isla Evans  
Things you might be surprised to find when cleaning out your deceased mother's house: a secret diary a family mystery a new lease on life. 
Grief-stricken middle-aged sisters George, Kat and Annie give themselves a week to pack up their childhood home and divide their mother's 
belongings. Beloved items are contested: an Eames chair, a collection of war medals, a learn-to-read book. The sisters - bossy Kat, mediator 
George and petulant Annie - are hampered by sibling rivalry, the prickly demands of their own offspring, the needs of their disabled younger 

brother and, in George's case, the after-effects of a spot of adultery. The discovery of a decades' old diary divides the women further: not only do they 
learn what their mother really thought of them, they learn that she had a life entirely of her own. They are not the family they thought they were - and 
their mother was so much more than she seemed. This revelation might be the key to George's freedom ... 

384 p.  
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
 
General Fiction 
 

The CIA Book Club: The Secret Mission to Win the Cold War with Forbidden Literature by Charlie English (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
This is the astonishing story of the ten million books that US intelligence smuggled across the Iron Curtain during the 
Cold War. 
From copies of Orwell to Agatha Christie, the Western effort was to undermine the censorship of the Soviet bloc, offer 
different visions of thought and culture to the people, and build relationships with real readers in the East. 

Historian Charlie English follows the characters of the era, with Bucharest-born George Minden at the narrative’s heart. 
Tasked with masterminding the effort, Minden understood both sides of the he was opposed to the intellectual straightjacket 
created by the communist system, but he also resented the Americans’ patronising tone – the people weren’t fooled by what 
their puppet governments were saying, but they did need culture, diversity of thought, entertainment, art, reassurance and 
solidarity. This is how the perilous mission to bring books as beacons of hope played out, told in riveting detail. 
 

384 p. 
 
 
Non-
Fic/History/Polit
ics 

Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo. 
Awards won:  Booker Prize 2019 

452 p. 
EAudio avail 
 
Fiction/Feminis
m/LGBTI+ 



Teeming with life and crackling with energy — a love song to modern Britain and black womanhood. Girl, Woman, Other follows the lives and 
struggles of twelve very different characters. Mostly women, black and British, they tell the stories of their families, friends and lovers, across 
the country and through the years. 

The Voice Inside by John Farnham (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
From a childhood in London and Melbourne through to pop stardom in the 1960s, the critical success enjoyed with 
the release of the highest-selling Australian album of all time, Whispering Jack, and a decades-long touring career, 
the John Farnham story is, at first glance, one filled with remarkable highlights. 
It is, however, so much more than that. It is the story of the resilience John found as his stellar career stalled, record 
companies turned their backs, and he faced financial ruin. It is the story of triumph over adversity after a devastating 

diagnosis of mouth cancer in 2022, only months after the death of his long-time friend and manager, Glenn Wheatley. 
Throughout a lifetime filled with the highest of highs and the lowest of lows, John has remained steadfast, never losing his 
unique musical talent, creative strength nor his powerful ability to make human connections through his music. 

352 p.  
 
Biography 

Wifedom: Mrs. Orwell’s Invisible Life by Anna Funder  
This is the story of the marriage behind some of the most famous literary works of the 20th century —and a probing consideration of what it 
means to be a wife and a writer in the modern world At the end of summer 2017, Anna Funder found herself at a moment of peak overload. 
Family obligations and household responsibilities were crushing her soul and taking her away from her writing deadlines. She needed help, and 
George Orwell came to her rescue. "I’ve always loved Orwell," Funder writes, "his self-deprecating humour, his laser vision about how power 

works, and who it works on." So after rereading and savoring books Orwell had written, she devoured six major biographies tracing his life and work. 
But then she read about his forgotten wife, and it was a revelation. Eileen O’Shaughnessy married Orwell in 1936. O’Shaughnessy was a writer herself, 
and her literary brilliance not only shaped Orwell’s work, but her practical common sense saved his life. But why and how, Funder wondered, was she 
written out of their story? Using newly discovered letters from Eileen to her best friend, Funder re-creates the Orwells’ marriage, through the Spanish 
Civil War and the Second World War in London. As she peeks behind the curtain of Orwell’s private life she is led to question what it takes to be a 
writer—and what it is to be a wife. A breathtakingly intimate view of one of the most important literary marriages of the twentieth century, Wifedom speaks 
to our present moment as much as it illuminates the past. Genre-bending and utterly original, it is an ode to the unsung work of women everywhere. 
 

451 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Biography 
 

Lessons in chemistry by Bonnie Garmus  
Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out that there is no such thing. But it's the 
early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute take a very unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans, the 
lonely, brilliant, Nobel-prize nominated grudge-holder who falls in love with - of all things - her mind. True chemistry results. Like science, life is 
unpredictable. Which is why a few years later, Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the reluctant star of America's most 
beloved cooking show, Supper at Six. Elizabeth's unusual approach to cooking ('combine one tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium 

chloride') proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn't just teaching women to 
cook. She's daring them to change the status quo. 
 

400 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Fiction-
Historical 

The Museum of Ordinary People by Mike Gayle (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 336 p. 



Still reeling from the sudden death of her mother, Jess is about to do the hardest thing she's ever done: empty her 
childhood home so that it can be sold.  As she sorts through a lifetime of memories, everything comes to a halt when 
she comes across something she just can’t part with: an old set of encyclopedias.  To the world, the books are 
outdated and ready to be recycled.  To Jess, they represent love and the future that her mother always wanted her 

to have.  
In the process of finding the books a new home, Jess discovers an unusual archive of letters, photographs, and curious 
housed in a warehouse and known as the Museum of Ordinary People.  Irresistibly drawn, she becomes the museum's 
unofficial custodian, along with the warehouse’s mysterious owner.  As they delve into the history of objects in their care, 
they not only unravel heart-stirring stories that span generations and continents, but also unearth long-buried secrets that lie 
closer to home. 
Inspired by an abandoned box of mementos, The Museum of Ordinary People is a poignant novel about memory and loss, 
the things we leave behind, and the future we create for ourselves.    
 

LP avail 
 
 
Contemporary 
Fiction 

The Woman in the Library by Sulari Gentill  
In every person's story, there is something to hide... The ornate reading room at the Boston Public Library is quiet, until the tranquility is 
shattered by a woman's terrified scream. Security guards take charge immediately, instructing everyone inside to stay put until the threat is 
identified and contained. While they wait for the all-clear, four strangers, who'd happened to sit at the same table, pass the time in conversation 
and friendships are struck. Each has his or her own reasons for being in the reading room that morning—it just happens that one is a murderer. 

272 p. 
LP, CD, eBook 
& eAudio 
available 
 
Crime/Thriller  

City of girls by Elizabeth Gilbert 
In 1940, nineteen-year-old Vivian Morris has just been kicked out of Vassar College, owing to her lackluster freshman-year performance. Her 
affluent parents send her to Manhattan to live with her Aunt Peg, who owns a flamboyant, crumbling midtown theater called the Lily Playhouse. 
There Vivian is introduced to an entire cosmos of unconventional and charismatic characters, from the fun-chasing showgirls to a sexy male 
actor, a grand-dame actress, a lady-killer writer, and no-nonsense stage manager. But when Vivian makes a personal mistake that results in 
professional scandal, it turns her new world upside down in ways that it will take her years to fully understand. Ultimately, though, it leads her 

to a new understanding of the kind of life she craves-and the kind of freedom it takes to pursue it. It will also lead to the love of her life, a love that stands 
out from all the rest. Now ninety-five years old and telling her story at last, Vivian recalls how the events of those years altered the course of her life - 
and the gusto and autonomy with which she approached it. 

470 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Historical 
fiction 

The land before avocado by Richard Glover 
A funny and frank look at the way Australia used to be - and just how far we have come. "It was simpler time". We had more fun back then". 
"Everyone could afford a house". There's plenty of nostalgia right now for the Australia of the past, but what was it really like? In The Land 
Before Avocado, Richard Glover takes a journey to an almost unrecognisable Australia. It's a vivid portrait of a quite peculiar land: a place that 
is scary and weird, dangerous and incomprehensible, and, now and then, surprisingly appealing. It's the Australia of his childhood. The 
Australia of the late '60s and early '70s. Let's break the news now: they didn't have avocado. It's a place of funny clothing and food that was 

appalling, but amusingly so. It also the land of staggeringly awful attitudes - often enshrined in law - towards anybody who didn't fit in. The Land Before 
Avocado will make you laugh and cry, be angry and inspired. And leave you wondering how bizarre things were, not so long ago. Most of all it will make 
you realise how far we've come - and how much further we can go. 

288 p. 
eBook avail 
 
Non-fiction/ 
Cultural  
Australian 



The Benevolent Society of Ill-Mannered Ladies by Alison Goodman (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

A high society amateur detective at the heart of Regency London uses her wits and invisibility as an ‘old maid’ to protect other women in a 
new and fiercely feminist historical mystery series from New York Times bestselling author Alison Goodman. 
Lady Augusta Colebrook, “Gus,” is determinedly unmarried, bored by society life, and tired of being dismissed at the age of forty-two. She and 
her twin sister, Julia, who is grieving her dead betrothed, need a distraction. One soon presents to rescue their friend’s goddaughter, Caroline, 

from her violent husband. The sisters set out to Caroline’s country estate with a plan, but their carriage is accosted by a highwayman. In the scuffle, Gus 
accidentally shoots and injures the ruffian, only to discover he is Lord Evan Belford, an acquaintance from their past who was charged with murder and 
exiled to Australia twenty years ago. What follows is a high adventure full of danger, clever improvisation, heart-racing near misses, and a little help from 
a revived and rather charming Lord Evan. Back in London, Gus can’t stop thinking about her unlikely (not to mention handsome) comrade-in-arms. She 
is convinced Lord Evan was falsely accused of murder, and she is going to prove it. She persuades Julia to join her in a quest to help Lord Evan, and 
others in need—society be damned! And so begins the beguiling secret life and adventures of the Colebrook twins. 

452 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
 
Historical 
Fiction/Mystery 

Australia Day by Stan Grant  
In this book, Australia Day, his long-awaited follow up to Talking to My Country, Stan talks about our country, about who we are as a nation, 
about the indigenous struggle for belonging and identity in Australia, and what it means to be Australian. A sad, wise, beautiful, reflective and 
troubled book, Australia Day asks the questions that have to be asked, that no else seems to be asking. Who are we? What is our country? 
How do we move forward from here? 

240 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Non-Fic 
Australian 
History/ First 
Nations 

Art hour at the Duchess Hotel by Sophie Green (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Mornington Peninsula, 1999. Wife and now grandmother Joan has checked into the grand old Duchess Hotel to find herself again after thirty-
five years of being who her husband and family have wanted her to be. Peninsula local and soon-to-be octogenarian Frances is distracting 
herself from getting old, and avoiding her self-interested son by escaping to the warmth of the Duchess where the hotel staff treat her like the 
person she still is. Meanwhile Frances's daughter, Alison, is trying to manage significant disruptions at home while hoping to finally prove to 
her mother that she's just as worthy of love as her brother. New to the Duchess, hotel maid Kirrilyis feeling the weight of a lifetime of 

responsibility, struggling to balance bills and work and family, and keeping thoughts of how there must be more to life at bay.  With its old-world glamour, 
sprawling seaside grounds and air of possibility, the Duchess Hotel might just be the place to help the women rediscover who they are and bring some 
spark back to their lives. When Joan decides to pick up a brush and start painting for the first time in decades, she inspires Frances and Kirrily - and, 
eventually, Alison - to join her. Over canvas, conversation and creativity they will learn that you should always hold onto your dreams and that new 
friends can give you the courage to live life on your own terms. 

395 p.  
LP & audio MP3 
avail 
 
 
Contemporary 
Fiction 

A Room Made of Leaves by Kate Grenville  
What if Elizabeth Macarthur-wife of the notorious John Macarthur, wool baron in early Sydney-had written a shockingly frank secret memoir? 
In her introduction Kate Grenville tells, tongue firmly in cheek, of discovering a long-hidden box containing that memoir. What follows is a playful 
dance of possibilities between the real and the invented. Grenville's Elizabeth Macarthur is a passionate woman managing her complicated life-
marriage to a ruthless bully, the impulses of her own heart, the search for power in a society that gave her none-with spirit, cunning and sly wit. 
Her memoir reveals the dark underbelly of the polite world of Jane Austen. It explodes the stereotype of the women of the past- devoted and 

352 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 
 



docile, accepting of their narrow choices. That was their public face-here's what one of them really thought. At the heart of this book is one of the most 
toxic issues of our times- the seductive appeal of false stories. Beneath the surface of Elizabeth Macarthur's life and the violent colonial world she 
navigated are secrets and lies with the dangerous power to shape reality. 

 
 

Restless Dolly Mauder by Kate Grenville (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Dolly Maunder was born at the end of the nineteenth century, when society’s long-locked doors were starting to creak ajar for women. Growing 
up in a poor farming family in country New South Wales but clever, energetic and determined, Dolly spent her restless life pushing at those 
doors. Most women like her have disappeared from view, remembered only in family photo albums as remote figures in impossible clothes, 
or maybe for a lemon-pudding recipe handed down through the generations. Restless Dolly Maunder brings one of these women to life as 
someone we can recognise and whose struggles we can empathise with. In this compelling new novel, Kate Grenville uses family memories 

to imagine her way into the life of her grandmother. This is the story of a woman, working her way through a world of limits and obstacles, who was 
able—if at a cost—to make a life she could call her own. Her battles and triumphs helped to open doors for the women who came after. 
 

256 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail  
 
Historical 
Fiction 

The midnight library by Matthew Haig  
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one the story of another 
reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you had made a different choice 
at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the chance to go to the library and see for 
yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? 

288 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Fiction/Magical 
Realism 

Broken Country by Clare Leslie Hall (NEW TITLE FOR March 2026) 
Beth and her gentle, kind husband Frank are happily married, but their relationship relies on the past staying buried. 
But when Beth’s brother-in-law shoots a dog going after their sheep, Beth doesn’t realize that the gunshot will alter 
the course of their lives. For the dog belonged to none other than Gabriel Wolfe, the man Beth loved as a teenager—
the man who broke her heart years ago. Gabriel has returned to the village with his young son Leo, a boy who 

reminds Beth very much of her own son, who died in a tragic accident. As Beth is pulled back into Gabriel’s life, tensions 
around the village rise and dangerous secrets and jealousies from the past resurface, this time with deadly consequences. 
Beth is forced to make a choice between the woman she once was, and the woman she has become. 
A sweeping love story with the pace and twists of a thriller, Broken Country is a novel of simmering passion, impossible 
choices, and explosive consequences that toggles between the past and present to explore the far-reaching legacy of first 
love. 

319 p. 
 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

The Valley by Chris Hammer (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Nell Buchanan and Ivan Lucic are back – as Nell is thrown into her most emotionally fraught investigation yet. 
A controversial entrepreneur is murdered in a remote mountain valley, but this is no ordinary case. Ivan and Nell are 
soon contending with cowboy lawyers, conmen, bullion thieves and grave robbers. 
But it's when Nell discovers the victim is a close blood relative, that the past begins to take on a looming significance. 

What did take place in The Valley all those years ago? What was Nell's mother doing there, and what was her connection to 
troubled young police officer Simmons Burnside? And why do the police hierarchy insist Ivan and Nell stay with the case 
despite an obvious conflict of interest? 

370 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Mystery 



Silver by Chris Hammer Sequel to Scrublands 
For half a lifetime, journalist Martin Scarsden has run from his past. But now there is no escaping. He'd vowed never to return to his hometown, 
Port Silver, and its traumatic memories. But now his new partner, Mandy Blonde, has inherited an old house in the seaside town and Martin 
knows their chance of a new life together won't come again. Martin arrives to find his best friend from school days brutally murdered, and Mandy 
the chief suspect. With the police curiously reluctant to pursue other suspects, Martin goes searching for the killer. And finds the past waiting 
for him.  

565 p. 
CD, Playaway, 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Mystery/ Thriller 

The women by Kristin Hannah  
Women can be heroes. When twenty-year-old nursing student Frances “Frankie” McGrath hears these words, it is a revelation. Raised in the 
sun-drenched, idyllic world of Southern California and sheltered by her conservative parents, she has always prided herself on doing the right 
thing. But in 1965, the world is changing, and she suddenly dares to imagine a different future for herself. When her brother ships out to serve 
in Vietnam, she joins the Army Nurse Corps and follows his path. As green and inexperienced as the men sent to Vietnam to fight, Frankie is 
over- whelmed by the chaos and destruction of war. Each day is a gamble of life and death, hope and betrayal; friendships run deep and can 

be shattered in an instant. In war, she meets—and becomes one of—the lucky, the brave, the broken, and the lost. But war is just the beginning for 
Frankie and her veteran friends. The real battle lies in coming home to a changed and divided America, to angry protesters, and to a country that wants 
to forget Vietnam. The Women is the story of one woman gone to war, but it shines a light on all women who put themselves in harm’s way and whose 
sacrifice and commitment to their country has too often been forgotten. A novel about deep friendships and bold patriotism, The Women is a richly drawn 
story with a memorable heroine whose idealism and courage under fire will come to define an era.  

471 p.  
LP, CD, eBook 
& eAudio avail  
Historical 
Fiction  

The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
France, 1939. In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn't 
believe that the Nazis will invade France…but invade they do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in planes that 
fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent. When a German captain requisitions Vianne's home, she and her daughter must live with the 
enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or hope, as danger escalates all around them, she is forced to make one impossible choice 

after another to keep her family alive. Vianne's sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old, searching for purpose with all the reckless  passion of 
youth. While thousands of Parisians march into the unknown terrors of war, she meets Gäetan, a partisan who believes the French can fight the Nazis 
from within France, and she falls in love as only the young can…completely. But when he betrays her, Isabelle joins the Resistance and never looks 
back, risking her life time and again to save others. 

440 p.  
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Alaska, 1974. Unpredictable. Unforgiving. Untamed. For a family in crisis, the ultimate test of survival. Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes 
home from the Vietnam war a changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his 
family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the grid in America’s last true frontier. Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous 
time, caught in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, dares to hope that a new land will lead to a better future for her 

family. She is desperate for a place to belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves, even if it means following him 
into the unknown. At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they find a fiercely independent community 
of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the generosity of the locals make up for the Allbrights’ lack of preparation and 
dwindling resources. But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental state deteriorates and the family begins to 

440 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 



fracture. Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed in eighteen hours of night, 
Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. In the wild, there is no one to save them but themselves. 
A Language of Limbs by Dylin Hardcastle (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

The first love of a teenage girl is a powerful thing, particularly when the object of that desire is her best friend, also a girl. It's the kind of power 
that could implode a family, a friendship, a life. On a quiet summer night in Newcastle, 1972, a choice must be to act upon these desires, or 
suppress them? To live an openly queer life, or to try desperately not to? Over the following three decades, these two lives almost intersect in 
pivotal moments, the distance between them at times drawing so thin they nearly collide. Against the backdrop of an era including Australia's 

first Mardi Gras and the AIDS pandemic, we see these two lives ebb and flow, with joy and grief and loss and desire, until at last they come together in 
the most beautiful and surprising of fashions. 

277 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Fiction 
LGBT+ 

The haters by Robyn Harding (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Camryn Lane is living her after years of struggle and rejection, her first novel has finally been published. She’s on top of the world – until she 
receives a disturbing email from an unknown sender. Rattled, Camryn swallows the sick feeling and resolves to put the missive out of her mind. 
But when she checks her ratings online, she finds an aggressive one-star review, and soon Camryn’s book is flooded with negative reviews 
and publicity. Could the reviewer be the same person who sent the ugly email? And why do they want to ruin her?  As the online harassment 
creeps into Camryn’s personal life, she vows to find out who’s behind it. Is it really a disgruntled reader, or could it be someone she knows? 

When the abuse escalates, Camryn will need to unmask the enemy so intent on destroying her – before it turns deadly. 

341 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
 
Thriller 

The lost man by Jane Harper 
Two brothers meet at the border of their vast cattle properties under the unrelenting sun of outback Queensland, in this stunning new standalone 
novel from New York Times bestseller Jane Harper. They are at the stockman’s grave, a landmark so old, no one can remember who is buried 
there. But today, the scant shadow it casts was the last hope for their middle brother, Cameron. The Bright family’s quiet existence is thrown 
into grief and anguish. Something had been troubling Cameron. Did he lose hope and walk to his death? Because if he didn’t, the isolation of 
the outback leaves few suspects.  

362 p.  
LP, CD, 
Playaway, 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Mystery Fiction 
 

Exiles by Jane Harper 
At a busy festival site on a warm spring night, a baby lies alone in her pram, her mother vanishing into the crowds. 
A year on, Kim Gillespie’s absence casts a long shadow as her friends and loved ones gather deep in the heart of South Australian wine 
country to welcome a new addition to the family. Joining the celebrations is federal investigator Aaron Falk. But as he soaks up life in the lush 
valley, he begins to suspect this tight-knit group may be more fractured than it seems. Between Falk’s closest friend, a missing mother, and a 
woman he’s drawn to, dark questions linger as long-ago truths begin to emerge. 

403 p. 
LP, CD, eBook 
& eAudio avail 
 
Mystery  

Spare by Prince Harry  
Before losing his mother, twelve-year-old Prince Harry was known as the carefree one, the happy-go-lucky Spare to the more serious Heir. 
Grief changed everything. He struggled at school, struggled with anger, with loneliness—and, because he blamed the press for his mother’s 
death, he struggled to accept life in the spotlight. At twenty-one, he joined the British Army. The discipline gave him structure, and two combat 
tours made him a hero at home. But he soon felt more lost than ever, suffering from post-traumatic stress and prone to crippling panic attacks. 
Above all, he couldn’t find true love. Then he met Meghan. The world was swept away by the couple’s cinematic romance and rejoiced in their 

fairy-tale wedding. But from the beginning, Harry and Meghan were preyed upon by the press, subjected to waves of abuse, racism, and lies. Watching 

410 p.  
CD, eBook & 
eAudio 
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Memoir 



his wife suffer, their safety and mental health at risk, Harry saw no other way to prevent the tragedy of history repeating itself but to flee his mother 
country. Over the centuries, leaving the Royal Family was an act few had dared. The last to try, in fact, had been his mother...For the first time, Prince 
Harry tells his own story, chronicling his journey with raw, unflinching honesty. A landmark publication, Spare is full of insight, revelation, self-examination, 
and hardwon wisdom about the eternal power of love over grief. 
Orbital by Samantha Harvey (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

A slender novel of epic power and the winner of the Booker Prize 2024, Orbital deftly snapshots one day in the lives of six women and men 
traveling through space. Selected for one of the last space station missions of its kind before the program is dismantled, these astronauts and 
cosmonauts—from America, Russia, Italy, Britain, and Japan—have left their lives behind to travel at a speed of over seventeen thousand 
miles an hour as the earth reels below. We glimpse moments of their earthly lives through brief communications with family, their photos and 

talismans; we watch them whip up dehydrated meals, float in gravity-free sleep, and exercise in regimented routines to prevent atrophying muscles; we 
witness them form bonds that will stand between them and utter solitude. Most of all, we are with them as they behold and record their silent blue planet. 
Their experiences of sixteen sunrises and sunsets and the bright, blinking constellations of the galaxy are at once breathtakingly awesome and 
surprisingly intimate. 

224 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
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Fiction 

The mother wound by Amani Haydar  
Awards Won: Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards for Non-Fiction 

Amani Haydar suffered the unimaginable when she lost her mother in a brutal act of domestic violence perpetrated by her father. Five months 
pregnant at the time, her own perception of how she wanted to mother (and how she had been mothered) was shaped by this devastating 
murder. After her mother's death, Amani began reassessing everything she knew of her parents' relationship. They had been unhappy for so 
long - should she have known that it would end like this? A lawyer by profession, she also saw the holes in the justice system for addressing 
and combating emotional abuse and coercive control. 

342 p. 
eAudio avail 
 
Biography/True 
Crime 

The Wedding Party by Rebecca Heath (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
A group of old friends. A grieving mother. A lying bride. 
Adele and Jason are childhood sweethearts. Their wedding day on the sunny Australian coast is a chance to reunite 
and celebrate with friends and family. But Adele isn't telling the truth about her relationship. And some of the wedding 
party – still reeling from a tragic death in the group a decade before – hold secrets of their own. What happened on 

the jetty all those years ago was an accident, everyone agrees. Or do they? 

374 p.  
eBook avail 
 
Mystery/Thriller 

Bila Yarrudhanggalangdhuray by Anita Heiss 
Awards Won:  Winner of 2022 NSW Premier’s Literary Award Indigenous Writers Prize 

The powerful Murrumbidgee River surges through town leaving death and destruction in its wake. It is a stark reminder that while the river can 
give life, it can just as easily take it away. Wagadhaany is one of the lucky ones. She survives. But is her life now better than the fate she 
escaped? Forced to move away from her miyagan, she walks through each day with no trace of dance in her step, her broken heart forever 
calling her back home to Gundagai. When she meets Wiradyuri stockman Yindyamarra, Wagadhaany’s heart slowly begins to heal. But still, 
she dreams of a better life, away from the degradation of being owned. She longs to set out along the river of her ancestors, in search of lost 

family and country. Can she find the courage to defy the White man’s law? And if she does, will it bring hope ... or heartache? 

393 p. 
LP avail 
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The old man and the sea by Ernest Hemingway (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 96 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 



This short novel, already a modern classic, is the superbly told, tragic story of a Cuban fisherman in the Gulf Stream and the giant Marlin he 
kills and loses—specifically referred to in the citation accompanying the author's Nobel Prize for literature in 1954. 

 
Classic 

Great Big Beautiful Life by Emily Henry (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Alice Scott is an eternal optimist still dreaming of her big writing break. Hayden Anderson is a Pulitzer-prize winning 
human thundercloud. And they’re both on balmy Little Crescent Island for the same reason: To write the biography 
of a woman no one has seen in years--or at least to meet with the octogenarian who claims to be the Margaret Ives. 
Tragic heiress, former tabloid princess, and daughter of one of the most storied (and scandalous) families of the 20th 

Century. When Margaret invites them both for a one-month trial period, after which she’ll choose the person who’ll tell her 
story, there are three things keeping Alice’s head in the game. One: Alice genuinely likes people, which means people usually 
like Alice—and she has a whole month to win the legendary woman over. Two: She’s ready for this job and the chance to 
impress her perennially unimpressed family with a Serious Publication Three: Hayden Anderson, who should have no reason 
to be concerned about losing this book, is glowering at her in a shaken-to-the core way that suggests he sees her as 
competition. But the problem is, Margaret is only giving each of them pieces of her story. Pieces they can’t swap to put 
together because of an ironclad NDA and an inconvenient yearning pulsing between them every time they’re in the same 
room. And it’s becoming abundantly clear that their story—just like the tale Margaret’s spinning—could be a mystery, tragedy, or love 
ballad…depending on who’s telling it. 

432 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
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Fiction/Romanc
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The kiss quotient by Helen Hoang (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
)Stella Lane thinks math is the only thing that unites the universe. She comes up with algorithms to predict customer purchases—a job that has 
given her more money than she knows what to do with, and way less experience in the dating department than the average thirty-year-old.  
It doesn't help that Stella has Asperger's and French kissing reminds her of a shark getting its teeth cleaned by pilot fish. Her conclusion: she 
needs lots of practice—with a professional. Which is why she hires escort Michael Phan. The Vietnamese and Swedish stunner can't afford to 
turn down Stella's offer, and agrees to help her check off all the boxes on her lesson plan—from foreplay to more-than-missionary position...  

Before long, Stella not only learns to appreciate his kisses, but to crave all the other things he's making her feel. Soon, their no-nonsense partnership 
starts making a strange kind of sense. And the pattern that emerges will convince Stella that love is the best kind of logic...  

323 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
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Fiction/ 
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Eleanor Oliphant is completely fine by Gail Honeyman 
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine. Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to 
say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are 
punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy.  But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and 
deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, 
the three become the kinds of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big 

heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one.  

390 p. 
LP, Playaway, 
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Fiction/ Social 
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It ends with us by Colleen Hoover (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 373 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 



Lily hasn’t always had it easy, but that’s never stopped her from working hard for the life she wants. She’s come a long way from the small 
town where she grew up—she graduated from college, moved to Boston, and started her own business. And when she feels a spark with a 
gorgeous neurosurgeon named Ryle Kincaid, everything in Lily’s life seems too good to be true. Ryle is assertive, stubborn, maybe even a 
little arrogant. He’s also sensitive, brilliant, and has a total soft spot for Lily. And the way he looks in scrubs certainly doesn’t hurt. Lily can’t 
get him out of her head. But Ryle’s complete aversion to relationships is disturbing. Even as Lily finds herself becoming the exception to his 

“no dating” rule, she can’t help but wonder what made him that way in the first place. As questions about her new relationship overwhelm her, so do 
thoughts of Atlas Corrigan—her first love and a link to the past she left behind. He was her kindred spirit, her protector. When Atlas suddenly reappears, 
everything Lily has built with Ryle is threatened. 
 

 
Contemporary 
Fiction 

Dinner with the Schnabels by Toni Jordan  
You can marry into them, but can you ever really be one of them? Things haven't gone well for Simon Larsen lately. He adores his wife, 
Tansy, and his children, but since his business failed and he lost the family home, he can't seem to get off the couch. Simon is permanently 
unemployed and permanently unshaven. His larger-than-life in-laws, the Schnabels - Tansy's mother, sister and brother - won't get off his 
case. To keep everyone happy, Simon needs to do one little job: he has a week to landscape a friend's backyard for an important Schnabel 
family event. But as the week progresses, Simon is derailed by the arrival of an unexpected house guest. Then he discovers Tansy is 

harbouring a secret. As his world spins out of control, who can Simon really count on when the chips are down? 
 
 
 

400 p.  
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 Contemporary 
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The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
In 1950s Tehran, seven-year-old Ellie lives in grand comfort until the untimely death of her father, forcing Ellie and 
her mother to move to a tiny home downtown. Lonely and bearing the brunt of her mother’s endless grievances, Ellie 
dreams for a friend to alleviate her isolation. 
Luckily, on the first day of school, she meets Homa, a kind girl with a brave and irrepressible spirit. Together, the two 

girls play games, learn to cook in the stone kitchen of Homa’s warm home, wander through the colorful stalls of the Grand 
Bazaar, and share their ambitions of becoming “lion women.” But their happiness is disrupted when Ellie and her mother are 
afforded the opportunity to return to their previous bourgeois life. Now a popular student at the best girls’ high school in Iran, 
Ellie’s memories of Homa begin to fade. Years later, however, her sudden reappearance in Ellie’s privileged world alters the 
course of both of their lives. Together, the two young women come of age and pursue their own goals for meaningful futures. 
But as the political turmoil in Iran builds to a breaking point, one earth-shattering betrayal will have enormous consequences. 

327 p. 
eBook avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction - Iran 

The rumour by Lesley Kara  
Careless talk wrecks lives... When single mum Joanna hears a rumour at the school gates, she never intends to pass it on. But one casual 
comment leads to another and now there’s no going back . . . Rumour has it that a notorious child killer is living under a new identity, in their 
sleepy little town of Flinstead-on-Sea. Sally McGowan was just ten years old when she stabbed little Robbie Harris to death forty-eight years 
ago – no photos of her exist since her release as a young woman. So, who is the supposedly reformed killer who now lives among them? How 
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dangerous can one rumour become? And how far will Joanna go to protect her loved ones from harm, when she realizes what is it she’s 
unleashed? 

The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida by Shehan Karunatilaka  
Colombo, 1990. Maali Almeida—war photographer, gambler, and closet queen—has woken up dead in what seems like a celestial visa office. 
His dismembered body is sinking in the serene Beira Lake and he has no idea who killed him. In a country where scores are settled by death 
squads, suicide bombers, and hired goons, the list of suspects is depressingly long, as the ghouls and ghosts with grudges who cluster round 
can attest. But even in the afterlife, time is running out for Maali. He has seven moons to contact the man and woman he loves most and lead 
them to the photos that will rock Sri Lanka. 
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Historical 
Fiction/Magic al 
Realism 

Before The Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi  
In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a café which has been serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred years. But this coffee 
shop offers its customers a unique experience: the chance to travel back in time.In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors, each of 
whom is hoping to make use of the café’s time-travelling offer, in order to: confront the man who left them, receive a letter from their husband 
whose memory has been taken by early onset Alzheimer's, to see their sister one last time, and to meet the daughter they never got the chance 
to know. But the journey into the past does not come without risks: customers must sit in a particular seat, they cannot leave the café, and 

finally, they must return to the present before the coffee gets cold . . . Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s beautiful, moving story explores the age-old question: 
what would you change if you could travel back in time? More importantly, who would you want to meet, maybe for one last time? 
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Sisterhood by Cathy Kelly  
As the waves crash on to a wild Atlantic beach, Lou is at a crossroads. For the first time ever, just giving up seems like an option. In just one 
night, at her own 50th birthday, her world has imploded. Her mother has kept a secret hidden all her life. And it changes everything. Before Lou 
can take another step, she needs to get to the bottom of the shocking truth that alters who she really is. Along with her sister, Toni, who is 
facing her own life crisis, the two women sets out on a life-changing journey – one that will take them through Ireland’s wildest coastline and to 
Sicily’s sun-baked rocky shores. It will also take Lou deep into her relationships with her mother, her sister and her daughter to figure out how 

to stop pleasing everyone else – and carve out who she really wants to be. 

384 p.  
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Fiction 

Devotion by Hannah Kent  
Prussia, 1836. Hanne is nearly fifteen and the domestic world of womanhood is quickly closing in on her. A child of nature, she yearns instead 
for the rush of the river, the wind dancing around her. Hanne finds little comfort in the local girls and friendship doesn't come easily, until she 
meets Thea and she finds in her a kindred spirit and finally, acceptance. Hanne's family are Old Lutherans, and in her small village hushed 
worship is done secretly - this is a community under threat. But when they are granted safe passage to Australia, the community rejoices: at 
last a place they can pray without fear, a permanent home. Freedom. It's a promise of freedom that will have devastating consequences for 

Hanne and Thea, but, on that long and brutal journey, their bond proves too strong for even nature to break... 
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Always home, always homesick by Hannah Kent (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
 In a land of ethereal beauty, within a culture soaked in myth, a young woman discovers the story that will change her life. In 2003, seventeen-
year-old Australian exchange student Hannah Kent arrives at Keflavík Airport in the middle of the Icelandic winter. That night she sleeps off her 
jet lag and bewilderment in the National Archives of Iceland, unaware that, years later, she will return to the same building to write Burial Rites, 

272 p.  
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the haunting story of Agnes Magnúsdóttir, the last woman executed in Iceland. The novel will go on to launch the author's stellar literary career and 
capture the hearts of readers across the globe. Always Home, Always Homesick is Hannah Kent's exquisite love letter to a land that has forged a nation 
of storytellers, her ode to the transcendent power of creativity, and her invitation to us all to join her in the realms of mystery, spirit and wonder. 
 

Memoir 

Demon Copperhead by Barbara Kingsolver  
Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, this is the story of a boy born to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets 
beyond his dead father's good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never pauses for breath, 
relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster care, child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, 
disastrous loves, and crushing losses. Through all of it, he reckons with his own invisibility in a popular culture where even the superheroes 
have abandoned rural people in favor of cities. Many generations ago, Charles Dickens wrote David Copperfield from his experience as a 

survivor of institutional poverty and its damages to children in his society. Those problems have yet to be solved in ours. Dickens is not a prerequisite 
for readers of this novel, but he provided its inspiration. In transposing a Victorian epic novel to the contemporary American South, Barbara Kingsolver 
enlists Dickens' anger and compassion, and above all, his faith in the transformative powers of a good story. Demon Copperhead speaks for a new 
generation of lost boys, and all those born into beautiful, cursed places they can't imagine leaving behind. 
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The house in the Cerulean Sea by T.J Klune (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Linus Baker leads a quiet, solitary life. At forty, he lives in a tiny house with a devious cat and his old records. As a Case Worker at the 
Department in Charge Of Magical Youth, he spends his days overseeing the well-being of children in government-sanctioned orphanages. 
When Linus is unexpectedly summoned by Extremely Upper Management he's given a curious and highly classified assignment: travel to 
Marsyas Island Orphanage, where six dangerous children reside: a gnome, a sprite, a wyvern, an unidentifiable green blob, a were-
Pomeranian, and the Antichrist. Linus must set aside his fears and determine whether or not they’re likely to bring about the end of days. But 

the children aren’t the only secret the island keeps. Their caretaker is the charming and enigmatic Arthur Parnassus, who will do anything to keep his 
wards safe. As Arthur and Linus grow closer, long-held secrets are exposed, and Linus must make a choice: destroy a home or watch the world burn.  
 

394 p. 
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Pachinko by Min Jin Lee  
In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored daughter of a crippled fisherman, falls for a wealthy stranger at the seashore near her home in 
Korea. He promises her the world, but when she discovers she is pregnant — and that her lover is married — she refuses to be bought. Instead, 
she accepts an offer of marriage from a gentle, sickly minister passing through on his way to Japan. But her decision to abandon her home, 
and to reject her son's powerful father, sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down through the generations. Richly told and profoundly moving, 
Pachinko is a story of love, sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty. From bustling street markets to the halls of Japan's finest universities to the pachinko 

parlors of the criminal underworld, Lee's complex and passionate characters — strong, stubborn women, devoted sisters and sons, fathers shaken by 
moral crisis — survive and thrive against the indifferent arc of history. 
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The beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri  
Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife, Afra, an artist. They live a simple life, rich in family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo - until the 
unthinkable happens. When all they care for is destroyed by war, they are forced to escape. But what Afra has seen is so terrible she has gone 
blind, and so they must embark on a perilous journey through Turkey and Greece towards an uncertain future in Britain. On the way, Nuri is 
sustained by the knowledge that waiting for them is Mustafa, his cousin and business partner, who has started an apiary and is teaching fellow 
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refugees in Yorkshire to keep bees. As Nuri and Afra travel through a broken world, they must confront not only the pain of their own unspeakable loss, 
but dangers that would overwhelm the bravest of souls. Above all - and perhaps this is the hardest thing they face - they must journey to find each other 
again. Moving, powerful, compassionate and beautifully written, The Beekeeper of Aleppo is a testament to the triumph of the human spirit. Told with 
deceptive simplicity, it is the kind of book that reminds us of the power of storytelling. 

 
 

Sister by Rosamund Lupton 
Nothing can break the bond between sisters ...When Beatrice gets a frantic call in the middle of Sunday lunch to say that her younger sister, 
Tess, is missing, she boards the first flight home to London. But as she learns about the circumstances surrounding her sister's disappearance, 
she is stunned to discover how little she actually knows of her sister's life - and unprepared for the terrifying truths she must now face.The 
police, Beatrice's fiance and even their mother accept they have lost Tess but Beatrice refuses to give up on her. So, she embarks on a 
dangerous journey to discover the truth, no matter the cost. 

358 p. 
 
Fiction-Mystery 

Aperirogon by Colum McCann - Booker Prize Nominee. 
Colum McCann's most ambitious work to date, Apeirogon--named for a shape with a countably infinite number of sides--is a tour de force 
concerning friendship, love, loss, and belonging. Bassam Aramin is Palestinian. Rami Elhanan is Israeli. They inhabit a world of conflict that 
colors every aspect of their daily lives, from the roads they are allowed to drive on, to the schools their daughters, Abir and Smadar, each 
attend, to the checkpoints, both physical and emotional, they must negotiate. Their worlds shift irreparably after ten-year-old Abir is killed by a 
rubber bullet and thirteen-year-old Smadar becomes the victim of suicide bombers. When Bassam and Rami learn of each other's stories, they 

recognize the loss that connects them, and they attempt to use their grief as a weapon for peace. 
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Wild dark Shore by Charlotte McConaghy (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Dominic Salt and his three children are caretakers of Shearwater, a tiny island not far from Antarctica. Home to the 
world’s largest seed bank, Shearwater was once full of researchers, but with sea levels rising, the Salts are now its 
final inhabitants. Until, during the worst storm the island has ever seen, a woman mysteriously washes ashore. 
Isolation has taken its toll on the Salts, but as they nurse the woman, Rowan, back to strength, it begins to feel like 

she might just be what they need. Rowan, long accustomed to protecting herself, starts imagining a future where she could 
belong to someone again. But Rowan isn’t telling the whole truth about why she set out for Shearwater. And when she 
discovers sabotaged radios and a freshly dug grave, she realizes Dominic is keeping his own secrets. As the storms on 
Shearwater gather force, they all must decide if they can trust each other enough to protect the precious seeds in their care 
before it’s too late―and if they can finally put the tragedies of the past behind them to create something new, together. 
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Mystery 

The Housemaid by Freida McFadden   
“Welcome to the family,” Nina Winchester says as I shake her elegant, manicured hand. I smile politely, gazing around the marble hallway. 
Working here is my last chance to start fresh. I can pretend to be whoever I like. But I’ll soon learn that the Winchesters’ secrets are far more 
dangerous than my own…Every day I clean the Winchesters’ beautiful house top to bottom. I collect their daughter from school. And I cook a 
delicious meal for the whole family before heading up to eat alone in my tiny room on the top floor.I try to ignore how Nina makes a mess just 
to watch me clean it up. How she tells strange lies about her own daughter. And how her husband Andrew seems more broken every day. But 

as I look into Andrew’s handsome brown eyes, so full of pain, it’s hard not to imagine what it would be like to live Nina’s life. The walk-in closet, the fancy 
car, the perfect husband. I only try on one of Nina’s pristine white dresses once. Just to see what it’s like. But she soon finds out… and by the time I 
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realize my attic bedroom door only locks from the outside, it’s far too late. But I reassure myself: the Winchesters don’t know who I really am. They don’t 
know what I’m capable of… 
The Tenant by Freida McFadden 

Blake Porter is riding high, until he's not. Fired abruptly from his job as a VP of marketing and unable to make the 
mortgage payments on the new brownstone that he shares with his fiancee, he's desperate to make ends meet. 
Enter Whitney. Beautiful, charming, down-to-earth, and looking for a room to rent. She's exactly what Blake's looking 
for. Or is she? 

Because something isn't quite right. The neighbors start treating Blake differently. The smell of decay permeates his home, 
no matter how hard he scrubs. Strange noises jar him awake in the middle of the night. And soon Blake fears someone knows 
his darkest secrets... 
Danger lives right at home, and by the time Blake realizes it, it'll be far too late. The trap is already set. 
 

368 p. 
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Thriller 

The Godmothers by Monica McInerney   
Eliza Miller grew up in Australia as the only daughter of a troubled young mother, but with the constant support of two watchful godmothers, 
Olivia and Maxie. Despite her tricky childhood, she always felt loved and secure. Until, just before her eighteenth birthday, a tragic event changed 
her life. Thirteen years on, Eliza is deliberately living as safely as possible, avoiding close relationships and devoting herself to her job. Out of 
the blue, an enticing invitation from one of her godmothers prompts a leap into the unknown. Within a fortnight, Eliza finds herself in the middle 
of a complicated family in Edinburgh. There’s no such thing as an ordinary day any more. Yet, amidst the chaos, Eliza begins to blossom. She 

finds herself not only hopeful about the future, but ready to explore her past, including the biggest mystery of all – who is her father? 
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The Pairing by Casey McQuiston (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Two bisexual exes accidentally book the same European food and wine tour and challenge each other to a hookup 
competition to prove they're over each other—except they're definitely not. Theo and Kit have been a lot of things: 
childhood best friends, crushes, in love, and now estranged exes. After a brutal breakup on the transatlantic flight to 
their dream European food and wine tour, they exited each other's lives once and for all. Time apart has done them 

good. Theo has found confidence as a hustling bartender by night and aspiring sommelier by day, with a long roster of casual 
lovers. Kit, who never returned to America, graduated as the reigning sex god of his pastry school class and now bakes at 
one of the finest restaurants in Paris. Sure, nothing really compares to what they had, and life stretches out long and lonely 
ahead of them, but—yeah. It's in the past. All that remains is the unused voucher for the European tour that never happened, 
good for 48 months after its original date and about to expire. Four years later, it seems like a great idea to finally take the 
trip. Solo. Separately. It's not until they board the tour bus that they discover they've both accidentally had the exact same 
idea, and now they're trapped with each other for three weeks of stunning views, luscious flavors, and the most romantic 
cities of France, Spain, and Italy. It's fine. There's nothing left between them. So much nothing that, when Theo suggests a 
friendly wager to see who can sleep with their hot Italian tour guide first, Kit is totally game. And why stop there? Why not a 
full-on European hookup competition? But sometimes a taste of everything only makes you crave what you can't have. 
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The Ruin by Dervla McTiernan   380 p.  



It's been twenty years since Cormac Reilly discovered the body of Hilaria Blake in her crumbling Georgian home. But he's never forgotten the 
two children she left behind... When Aisling Conroy's boyfriend Jack is found in the freezing black waters of the river Corrib, the police tell her 
it was suicide. A surgical resident, she throws herself into study and work, trying to forget - until Jack's sister Maude shows up. Maude 
suspects foul play, and she is determined to prove it.DI Cormac Reilly is the detective assigned with the re-investigation of an 'accidental' 
overdose twenty years ago - of Jack and Maude's drug- and alcohol-addled mother. Cormac is under increasing pressure to charge Maude 

for murder when his colleague Danny uncovers a piece of evidence that will change everything...This unsettling crime debut draws us deep into the dark 
heart of Ireland and asks who will protect you when the authorities can't - or won't.   
 

eBook & eAudio 
avail  
 
Mystery 

What happened to Nina by Dervla McTiernan 
Nina and Simon are the perfect couple. Young, fun and deeply in love. Until they leave for a weekend at his family’s cabin in Vermont, and only 
Simon comes home. WHAT HAPPENED TO NINA? Nobody knows. Simon’s explanation about what happened in their last hours together 
doesn’t add up. Nina’s parents push the police for answers, and Simon’s parents rush to protect him. They hire expensive lawyers and a PR 
firm that quickly ramps up a vicious, nothing-is-off-limits media campaign. HOW FAR WILL HIS FAMILY GO TO KEEP HIM SAFE? Soon, facts 
are lost in a swirl of accusation and counter-accusation. Everyone chooses a side, and the story goes viral, fueled by armchair investigators 

and wild conspiracy theories and illustrated with pretty pictures taken from Nina’s social media accounts. Journalists descend on their small Vermont 
town, followed by a few obsessive "fans." HOW FAR WILL HER FAMILY GO TO GET TO THE TRUTH? Nina’s family is under siege, but they never 
lose sight of the only thing that really matters—finding their daughter. Out-gunned by Simon’s wealthy, powerful family, Nina’s parents recognize that if 
playing by the rules won’t get them anywhere, it’s time to break them. 
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Love in the time of Cholera by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
In their youth, Florentino Ariza and Fermina Daza fall passionately in love. When Fermina eventually chooses to marry a wealthy, well-born 
doctor, Florentino is heartbroken, but he is a romantic. As he rises in his business career he whiles away the years in 622 affairs—yet he 
reserves his heart for Fermina. Her husband dies at last, and Florentino purposefully attends the funeral. Fifty years, nine months, and four 
days after he first declared his love for Fermina, he will do so again. 
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The marriage act by John Marrs (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
What if marriage was the law? Dare you disobey? Britain. The near-future. A right-wing government believes it has the answer to society’s ills 
— the Sanctity of Marriage Act, which actively encourages marriage as the norm, punishing those who choose to remain single.  
But four couples are about to discover just how impossible relationships can be when the government is monitoring every aspect of our personal 
lives — monitoring every word, every minor disagreement — and will use every tool in its arsenal to ensure everyone will love, honor and obey. 
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Best, first and last by Amy Matthews (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
When twenty-five-year-old Heather Russo breaks up with her boyfriend—again—she can’t figure out if she’s to blame or he is. Either way, she’s 
miserable, and working at home via Zoom meetings is only making it worse. What’s more, all the women in her family are struggling. Mom 
Sandy is convinced she’s wasted her life and is nursing a giant grudge against Heather’s father, whom she’s now divorcing. Grandmother 
Bonnie is reeling with the grief of losing her third husband, and is carrying his urn everywhere she goes, even the supermarket. The bottom has 
fallen out of their lives so abruptly, the trio is clinging to any handhold they can—and slowly but surely losing their grip . . . Inspired by a friend’s 

adventurous grandson, and determined not to spend her 70th birthday wallowing, Bonnie is ready to take extreme measures. Even if it means dragging 
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her beloved girls along by the hair, they’re going to hike the Incan Trail to Machu Picchu! Of course, their emotional baggage gets packed with their 
lightweight jackets, but as they make the trek, the women also talk, sharing stories and secrets that have been festering for far too long. With every 
arduous step toward the famed summit, each woman sheds some of the past and its pain, and opens up to the extraordinary possibilities of the present—
and a future that just might include a new happily ever after. 
The silent patient by Alex Michaelides (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. A famous painter married to an in-demand fashion photographer, she lives in a grand house with big 
windows overlooking a park in one of London’s most desirable areas. One evening her husband Gabriel returns home late from a fashion shoot, 
and Alicia shoots him five times in the face, and then never speaks another word. Alicia’s refusal to talk, or give any kind of explanation, turns 
a domestic tragedy into something far grander, a mystery that captures the public imagination and casts Alicia into notoriety. The price of her 
art skyrockets, and she, the silent patient, is hidden away from the tabloids and spotlight at the Grove, a secure forensic unit in North London.  

Theo Faber is a criminal psychotherapist who has waited a long time for the opportunity to work with Alicia. His determination to get her to talk and 
unravel the mystery of why she shot her husband takes him down a twisting path into his own motivations—a search for the truth that threatens to 
consume him.... 

336 p. 
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The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar   
 Hollywood auctioneer Emsley Wilson finds her famous grandmother's diary while cleaning out her New York brownstone, the pages are full of 
surprises. The first surprise is the diary isn't her grandmother's. It belongs to Johanna Bonger, Vincent van Gogh's sister-in-law. Johanna 
inherited Vincent van Gogh's paintings. They were all she had, and they weren't worth anything. She was a 28-year-old widow with a baby in 
the 1800s, without any means of supporting herself, living in Paris where she barely spoke the language. Yet she managed to introduce Vincent's 
legacy to the world The inspiration couldn't come at a better time for Emsley. With her business failing, an unexpected love turning up in her 

life, and family secrets unravelling, can she find answers in the past? 
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The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. Within the black-and-white 
striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is called Le Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at 
night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway—a duel between two young magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been 
trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them, this is a game in which only one can 
be left standing, and the circus is but the stage for a remarkable battle of imagination and will. Despite themselves, however, Celia and Marco 

tumble headfirst into love—a deep, magical love that makes the lights flicker and the room grow warm whenever they so much as brush hands. 
True love or not, the game must play out, and the fates of everyone involved, from the cast of extraordinary circus performers to the patrons, hang in 
the balance, suspended as precariously as the daring acrobats overhead. 
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Here One Moment by Liane Moriarty (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Aside from a delay, there will be no problems. The flight will be smooth, it will land safely. Everyone who gets on the plane will get off. But 
almost all of them will be forever changed. Because on this ordinary, short, domestic flight, something extraordinary happens. People learn 
how and when they are going to die. For some, their death is far in the future—age 103!—and they laugh. But for six passengers, their predicted 
deaths are not far away at all. How do they know this? There were ostensibly more interesting people on the flight (the bride and groom, the 

jittery, possibly famous woman, the giant Hemsworth-esque guy who looks like an off-duty superhero, the frazzled, gorgeous flight attendant) but none 
would become as famous as “The Death Lady. Not a single passenger or crew member will later recall noticing her board the plane. She wasn’t 
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exceptionally old or young, rude or polite. She wasn’t drunk or nervous or pregnant. Her appearance and demeanor were unremarkable. But what she 
did on that flight was truly remarkable. A few months later, one passenger dies exactly as she predicted. Then two more passengers die, again, as she 
said they would. Soon no one is thinking this is simply an entertaining story at a cocktail party. If you were told you only had a certain amount of time left 
to live, would you do things differently? Would you try to dodge your destiny? 
 
The Night Tide by Di Morrissey 

A secluded, peaceful and diverse waterside community faces turmoil as corporate greed threatens to undo generations of heritage and 
tradition. Tensions mount as the community's way of life is threatened. Meanwhile, in the city, Dominic Cochrane is at a crossroads. He is 
made redundant and retreats to the quiet Sydney bay. Far from being the relaxing break he expected, Dom quickly becomes embroiled in a 
tragic family mystery as money sharks circle treasured old family homes. As Dom investigates, secrets are exposed and old wounds reopened. 

Can he unravel what really happened so many years ago, or have the secrets been swept away on the dark night tide? 
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Homecoming by Kate Morton  
Adelaide Hills, Christmas Eve, 1959: At the end of a scorching hot day, beside a creek on the grounds of the grand and mysterious mansion, a 
local delivery man makes a terrible discovery. A police investigation is called and the small town of Tambilla becomes embroiled in one of the 
most shocking and perplexing murder cases in the history of South Australia. Sixty years later, Jess is a journalist in search of a story. Having 
lived and worked in London for almost twenty years, she now finds herself laid off from her full-time job and struggling to make ends meet. A 

phone call out of nowhere summons her back to Sydney, where her beloved grandmother, Nora, who raised Jess when her mother could not, has 
suffered a fall and been raced to the hospital. Nora has always been a vibrant and strong presence: decisive, encouraging, young despite her years. 
When Jess visits her in the hospital, she is alarmed to find her grandmother frail and confused. It’s even more alarming to hear from Nora's housekeeper 
that Nora had been distracted in the 547 p. CD, eBook & eAudio  Historical Fiction/ Mystery weeks before her accident and had fallen on the steps to 
the attic—the one place Jess was forbidden from playing in when she was small. At loose ends in Nora's house, Jess does some digging of her own. In 
Nora's bedroom, she discovers a true crime book, chronicling the police investigation into a long-buried tragedy: the Turner Family Tragedy of Christmas 
Eve, 1959. It is only when Jess skims through the book that she finds a shocking connection between her own family and this once-infamous crime—a 
crime that has never been resolved satisfactorily. And for a journalist without a story, a cold case might be the best distraction she can find… An epic 
novel that spans generations, Homecoming asks what we would do for those we love, and how we protect the lies we tell. It explores the power of 
motherhood, the corrosive effects of tightly held secrets, and the healing nature of truth. Above all, it is a beguiling and immensely satisfying novel from 
one of the finest writers working today. 
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The giver of stars by Jojo Moyes 
 Alice Wright marries handsome American Bennett Van Cleve hoping to escape her stifling life in England. But small-town Kentucky quickly 
proves equally claustrophobic, especially living alongside her overbearing father-in-law. So when a call goes out for a team of women to deliver 
books as part of Eleanor Roosevelt’s new traveling library, Alice signs on enthusiastically. The leader, and soon Alice’s greatest ally, is Margery, 
a smart-talking, self-sufficient woman who’s never asked a man’s permission for anything. They will be joined by three other singular women 
who become known as the Packhorse Librarians of Kentucky. What happens to them–and to the men they love–becomes an unforgettable 
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drama of loyalty, justice, humanity and passion. These heroic women refuse to be cowed by men or by convention. And though they face all kinds of 
dangers in a landscape that is at times breathtakingly beautiful, at others brutal, they’re committed to their job: bringing books to people who have never 
had any, arming them with facts that will change their lives. 
Someone Else’s Shoes by Jojo Moyes (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Nisha Cantor lives the globetrotting life of the seriously wealthy, until her husband announces a divorce and cuts her off. Nisha is determined 
to hang onto her glamorous life. But in the meantime, she must scramble to cope--she doesn’t even have the shoes she was, until a moment 
ago, standing in. That’s because Sam Kemp – in the bleakest point of her life – has accidentally taken Nisha’s gym bag. But Sam hardly has 
time to worry about a lost gym bag--she’s struggling to keep herself and her family afloat. When she tries on Nisha’s six-inch high Christian 
Louboutin red crocodile shoes, the resulting jolt of confidence that makes her realize something must change—and that thing is herself. Full 

of Jojo Moyes’ signature humor, brilliant storytelling, and warmth, Someone Else’s Shoes is a story about how just one little thing can suddenly change 
everything. 
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Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Keiko has never fit in, neither in her family, nor in school, but when at the age of eighteen she begins working at the Hiiromachi branch of “Smile 
Mart,” she finds peace and purpose in her life. In the store, unlike anywhere else, she understands the rules of social interaction―many are 
laid out line by line in the store’s manual―and she does her best to copy the dress, mannerisms, and speech of her colleagues, playing the 
part of a “normal” person excellently, more or less. Keiko is very happy, but the people close to her, from her family to her coworkers, increasingly 
pressure her to find a husband, and to start a proper career, prompting her to take desperate action… A brilliant depiction of a world hidden 

from view, Convenience Store Woman is an ironic and sharp-eyed look at contemporary work culture and the pressures we all feel to conform, as well 
as a charming and completely fresh portrait of an unforgettable heroine. 
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The shape of sound by Fiona Murphy (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
I am still unlearning the habit of secrecy. And yet, whenever somebody discovers that I am deaf, my body still reacts with churning terror. 
How do you build up a sense of robust pride when your body has taught itself to be fearful? Fiona Murphy’s memoir about being deaf is a 
revelation. Secrets are heavy, burdensome things. Imagine carrying a secret that if exposed could jeopardise your chances of securing a job 
and make you a social outcast. Fiona Murphy kept her deafness a secret for over twenty-five years. But then, desperate to hold onto a career 
she’d worked hard to pursue, she tried hearing aids. Shocked by how the world sounded, she vowed never to wear them again. After an 

accident to her hand, she discovered that sign language could change her life, and that Deaf culture could be part of her identity. Just as Fiona thought 
she was beginning to truly accept her body, she was diagnosed with a rare condition that causes the bones of the ears to harden. She was steadily 
losing her residual hearing. The news left her reeling. Blending memoir with observations on the healthcare industry, The Shape of Sound is a story 
about the corrosive power of secrets, stigma and shame, and how deaf experiences and disability are shaped by economics, social policy, medicine 
and societal expectation. 
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Did I Ever Tell You This? - by Sam Neill 
 In this unexpected memoir, written in a creative burst of just a few months in 2022, Sam Neill tells the story of how he became one of the 
world’s most celebrated actors, who has worked with everyone from Meryl Streep to Isabel Adjani, from Jeff Goldblum to Sean Connery, from 
Steven Spielberg to Jane Campion. By his own account, his career has been a series of unpredictable turns of fortune. Born in 1947 in Northern 
Ireland, he emigrated to New Zealand at the age of seven. His family settled in Dunedin on the South Island, but young Sam was sent away to 
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boarding school in Christchurch, where he was hopeless at sports and discovered he enjoyed acting. 398 p. LP, CD. Playaway, eBook & eAudio available  
But how did you become an actor in New Zealand in the 1960 and 1970s where there was no film industry? After university he made documentary films 
while also appearing in occasional amateur productions of Shakespeare. In 1977 he took the lead in Sleeping Dogs, the first feature made in New 
Zealand in more than a decade, a project that led to a major role in Gillian Armstrong’s celebrated My Brilliant Career. And after that Sam Neill found his 
way, sometimes by accident, into his own brilliant career. He has worked around the world, an actor who has moved effortlessly from blockbuster to art 
house to TV, from Dr Alan Grant in the Jurassic Park movies to The Piano and Peaky Blinders. Did I Ever Tell You This? is a joy to read, a marvellous 
and often very funny book, the work of a natural storyteller who is a superb observer of other people, and who writes with love and warmth about his 
family. It is also his account of his life outside film, especially in Central Otago where he established Two Paddocks, his vineyard famous for its pinot 
noir. 
 
 

Memoir  

Mrs Winterbottom takes a gap year by Joanna Nell  
Husband and wife GPs Alan and Heather Winterbottom have worked side by side in their idyllic rural practice for over forty years but now they've 
decided to hang up their stethoscopes and retire. Joy! Celebration! Or not . . . Heather dreams of exploring the Greek Islands, of escaping the 
shackles of her routine life and embracing an exciting new adventure. Alan dreams of growing his own vegetables. When things come to a head 
at a family lunch, Heather announces that she has decided to take a year off. From her old life, from her marriage - from Alan. Alone in beautiful 
Greece, Heather embarks on her very own odyssey - complete with unforgettable experiences, pitfalls and temptations. But could what's waiting 

for her back in Netherwood be Heather's biggest adventure yet? 
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Little fires everywhere by Celeste Ng 
Everyone in Shaker Heights was talking about it that summer: how Isabelle, the last of the Richardson children, had finally gone around the 
bend and burned the house down. In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is meticulously planned - from the 
layout of the winding roads, to the colours of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit 
more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principal is playing by the rules. Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and single mother- who 
arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenage daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than 

just tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past, and a disregard for the rules 
that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. When old family friends attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts 
that dramatically divides the town - and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the 
secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at an unexpected and devastating cost... 
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The Mountains Sing by Phan Que Mai Nguyen (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 342 p. 
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With the epic sweep of Min Jin Lee’s Pachinko or Yaa Gyasi’s Homegoing and the lyrical beauty of Vaddey Ratner’s In the Shadow of the 
Banyan, The Mountains Sing tells an enveloping, multigenerational tale of the Trần family, set against the backdrop of the Việt Nam War. Trần 
Diệu Lan, who was born in 1920, was forced to flee her family farm with her six children during the Land Reform as the Communist government 
rose in the North. Years later in Hà Nội, her young granddaughter, Hương, comes of age as her parents and uncles head off down the Hồ Chí 

Minh Trail to fight in a conflict that tore apart not just her beloved country, but also her family. 

Historical 
Fiction 

One Day by David Nicholls 
You can live your whole life not realising that what you're looking for is right in front of you.15th July 1988. Emma and Dexter meet on the night 
of their graduation. Tomorrow they must go their separate ways. But after only one day together, they cannot stop thinking about one another. 
So where will they be on this day next year? And the year after that? And every year that follows? Over twenty years, snapshots of that 
relationship are revealed on the same day — July 15th — of each year. Dex and Em face squabbles and fights, hopes and missed opportunities, 
laughter and tears. And as the true meaning of this one crucial day is revealed, they must come to grips with the nature of love and life itself. 
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Spirits of the Ghan by Judy Nunn 
It is 2001 and as the world charges into the new Millennium, a century-old dream is about to be realised in the Red Centre of Australia: the 
completion of the mighty Ghan railway, a long-lived vision to create the 'backbone of the continent', a line that will finally link Adelaide with the 
Top End. But construction of the final leg between Alice Springs and Darwin will not be without its complications, for much of the desert it will 
cross is Aboriginal land. Hired as a negotiator, Jessica Manning must walk a delicate line to reassure the Elders their sacred sites will be 
protected. Will her innate understanding of the spiritual landscape, rooted in her own Arunta heritage, win their trust? It’s not easy to keep the 

peace when Matthew Witherton and his survey team are quite literally blasting a rail corridor through the timeless land of the Never-Never. When the 
paths of Jessica and Matthew finally cross, their respective cultures collide to reveal a mystery that demands attention. As they struggle against time to 
solve the puzzle, an ancient wrong is awakened and calls hauntingly across the vastness of the outback . . . 
 

416 p. 
CD, MP3, eBook 
& eAudio avail 
 
Fiction- 
Historical- 
Australia 

The long weekend by Judy Nunn  
Six short stories from Australia’s master storyteller Judy Nunn. The Long Weekend Tracy, Eve, Jet, Mel and Danielle are looking forward – 
if a little nervously - to their upcoming digital detox. No phones, no laptops – just a quiet weekend in a remote mountain shack. What could 
go wrong? The Wardrobe When journalist Nancy buys a rundown terrace house she knows nothing about the previous owner - until a 
discovery in an old wardrobe reveals the lives, loves and losses in the world of Emily Roper. The Otto Bin Empire: Clive's Story To the 
homeless men and women who gather near the docks, the newly arrived Clive cuts an enigmatic figure. ‘I’m just a bloke going through a 

period of adjustment,’ he tells himself, ‘I’ll be back on my feet soon . . .’ Changes As she celebrates her sixty-fifth birthday, actor turned film producer 
Jackie looks back on her seven decades – and all the many changes in her life. Not least the most recent and most surprising one of all . . . The House 
on Hill Street It was such a respectable address - the perfect home for Professor Jameson and his family. But the neighbours are becoming concerned. 
Eileen Jameson and the boys haven't been seen for quite some time... Just South of Rome On her way to England, actor Jane Prescott makes a quick 
stopover in Italy. When she stumbles upon the Hotel Visconti, a grand eighteenth-century villa, she has no idea that it will change her life. 
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Black Sheep by Judy Nunn  
Orphaned at sixteen, James Wakefield was determined to be a gun shearer like his father. Now he’s killed twice, changed his name, and is on 
the run from the law. He had his reasons for both murders, and he felt no joy in taking life … Or did he? Ben McKinnon, meanwhile, is heir to 
the vast Glenfinnan sheep property near Goulburn, New South Wales. He too has a secret that, if ever revealed, would shatter the privileged 
lives of his father, Alastair, and his sisters, Jenna and Adele. When fate brings James and Ben together, a powerful friendship is forged, both 
men gladly becoming the keeper of the other’s secret. Then Ben insists his new friend come to work at Glenfinnan Station. Has James finally 

found the family he’s always longed for? Or has the McKinnon dynasty just unwittingly adopted a black sheep? From the Shearing Wars of Queensland 
to the exclusive gentlemen's clubs of Sydney, Melbourne and Lo 
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The Rachel Incident by Caroline O'Donoghue   
A brilliantly funny novel about friends, lovers, Ireland in chaos, and a young woman desperately trying to manage all three Rachel is a student 
working at a bookstore when she meets James, and it’s love at first sight. Effervescent and insistently heterosexual, James soon invites Rachel 
to be his roommate and the two begin a friendship that changes the course of both their lives forever. Together, they run riot through the streets 
of Cork city, trying to maintain a bohemian existence while the threat of the financial crash looms before them. When Rachel falls in love with 
her married professor, Dr. Fred Byrne, James helps her devise a reading at their local bookstore, with the goal that she might seduce him 

afterwards. But Fred has other desires. So begins a series of secrets and compromises that intertwine the fates of James, Rachel, Fred, and Fred’s 
glamorous, well-connected, bourgeois wife. Aching with unrequited love, shot through with delicious, sparkling humor, The Rachel Incident is a triumph. 
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The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell  
Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daughter of the grand duke, is comfortable with her obscure place in the palazzo: free to wonder at its 
treasures, observe its clandestine workings, and devote herself to her own artistic pursuits. But when her older sister dies on the eve of her 
wedding to the ruler of Ferrara, Modena and Reggio, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly into the limelight: the duke is quick to request her hand in 
marriage, and her father just as quick to accept on her behalf. Having barely left girlhood behind, Lucrezia must now enter an unfamiliar court 
whose customs are opaque and where her arrival is not universally welcomed. Perhaps most mystifying of all is her new husband himself, 

Alfonso. Is he the playful sophisticate he appeared to be before their wedding, the aesthete happiest in the company of artists and musicians, or the 
ruthless politician before whom even his formidable sisters seem to tremble? As Lucrezia sits in constricting finery for a painting intended to preserve 
her image for centuries to come, one thing becomes worryingly clear. In the 355 p.  LP & CD available  Historical Fiction court’s eyes, she has one duty: 
to provide the heir who will shore up the future of the Ferranese dynasty. Until then, for all of her rank and nobility, the new duchess’s future hangs 
entirely in the balance. Full of the beauty and emotion with which she illuminated the Shakespearean canvas of Hamnet, Maggie O’Farrell turns her 
talents to Renaissance Italy in an extraordinary portrait of a resilient young woman’s battle for her very survival. 
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The switch by Beth O’Leary (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
 When overachiever Leena Cotton is ordered to take a two-month sabbatical after blowing a big presentation at work, she escapes to her 
grandmother Eileen's house for some overdue rest. Eileen is newly single and about to turn eighty. She'd like a second chance at love, but her 
tiny Yorkshire village doesn't offer many eligible gentlemen. Once Leena learns of Eileen's romantic predicament, she proposes a a two-month 
swap. Eileen can live in London and look for love. Meanwhile Leena will look after everything in rural Yorkshire. But with gossiping neighbours 
and difficult family dynamics to navigate up north, and trendy London flatmates and online dating to contend with in the city, stepping into one 

another's shoes proves more difficult than either of them expected. Leena learns that a long-distance relationship isn't as romantic as she hoped it would 
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be, and then there is the annoyingly perfect – and distractingly handsome – school teacher, who keeps showing up to outdo her efforts to impress the 
local villagers. Back in London, Eileen is a huge hit with her new neighbours, but is her perfect match nearer home than she first thought? 

1984 by George Orwell (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
A masterpiece of rebellion and imprisonment where war is peace freedom is slavery and Big Brother is watching. Thought Police, Big Brother, 
Orwellian - these words have entered our vocabulary because of George Orwell's classic dystopian novel 1984. The story of one man's 
Nightmare Odyssey as he pursues a forbidden love affair through a world ruled by warring states and a power structure that controls not only 
information but also individual thought and memory 1984 is a prophetic haunting tale More relevant than ever before 1984 exposes the worst 
crimes imaginable the destruction of truth freedom and individuality. 
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The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
Four septuagenarians with a few tricks up their sleeves. A female cop with her first big case. A brutal murder. Welcome to…The Thursday 
Murder Club. In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss unsolved crimes; together they 
call themselves The Thursday Murder Club. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty but they still have a few tricks up their 

sleeves. 
When a local developer is found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the Thursday Murder Club suddenly find themselves 

in the middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin to pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it’s too late? 
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One Hundred Years of Betty by Debra Oswald 
Born into poverty in pre-war London, and growing up fast during the Blitz, Betty grabs the chance at a bigger life by 
migrating to Australia. On board the SS Asturias she meets three people who will influence the course of her life—
Pearl, a good-hearted party girl; Athena, a Greek woman on her way to marry a man she has never met; and Leo, a 
German Jew who lost his family in the war. 

In Sydney, Betty is making ends meet as a waitress at the famous Trocadero dance hall when she stumbles into a rushed 
courtship with Donald, a wealthy businessman, and dedicates herself to being the ideal 1950s suburban housewife. But life 
has other plans for Betty, and soon she must find a way to do more than survive. 
Set against a century of world events and social upheavals, Betty takes us to the frontlines of the anti-war protests and the 
women's liberation movement of the 1970s, to the AIDS crisis during the 1980s, to Mexico and eventually becomes a TV 
screenwriter. Even in her nineties, Betty is still passionately engaged with the world, still surprising us. 
From the creator of Offspring and bestselling author of The Family Doctor, One Hundred Years of Betty is the saga of a 
strong, intelligent woman born too early in time to make the most of her talents without having to fight for everything. It's about 
the defining force of motherhood, the family we make, and how the determination to live to the hilt, with all the joy and sorrow 
that entails, can lead to a life beyond one's wildest imaginings. 
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Gordon Parker is just an eager eighteen-year-old Australian boy desperate to fight for his country, and Nobuko 'Cherry' Sakuramoto is a sixteen-
year-old girl struggling to survive in Japan in the aftermath of World War II. But when they fall in love, they change the course of history. When 
Gordon arrived in Japan, he expected ruthless samurai, angry Japanese men ready to kill Australians at every corner. Instead, he found Cherry, 
terrified of ex-enemy soldiers, a 16-year-old survivor of the atomic bomb. Against all the rules and against all odds, they fall in love. But when 
Gordon discovers the White Australia Policy prevents Cherry coming home with him as his war bride, Gordon does what any 20-year-old soldier 

would do. He vows to fight. Leaving Cherry alone and pregnant in post-war Japan, Gordon somehow has to convinces his family to accept his marriage 
and wage a desperate campaign against a xenophobic and war-scarred government to allow his wife and his family to come home.  
 

Historical 
Fiction 

A wisdom of age by Jacinta Parsons (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
A Wisdom of Age was sparked by the many conversations Jacinta Parsons has had recently with older women right around the country about 
the experience of being a woman and ageing. Over the course of these encounters, it became clear to Jacinta that the conversation about 
ageing for women is alive and bubbling with a kind of excitement - that is, women are ready to do ageing differently. For this book, Jacinta 
mines wisdom directly from those who know how to do it well, those older women who say, This is what feels good. Capturing the brewing tone 
of revolution that sits in the hearts of middle-aged and older women, A Wisdom of Age tells a different story about ageing - a story about 

reclaiming the fierce girl we have inside us; about an unapologetic taking up of space; about speaking out and re-finding our confidence; and finally, 
about wisdom. 
 

229 p.  
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
 
Non-fiction 

Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe 
Dark Emu puts forward an argument for a reconsideration of the hunter-gatherer tag for precolonial Aboriginal Australians. The evidence insists 
that Aboriginal people right across the continent were using domesticated plants, sowing, harvesting, irrigating and storing – behaviours 
inconsistent with the hunter-gatherer tag. Gerritsen and Gammage in their latest books support this premise but Pascoe takes this further and 
challenges the hunter-gatherer tag as a convenient lie. Almost all the evidence comes from the records and diaries of the Australian explorers, 
impeccable sources 

173 p.  
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
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First Nations 
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The Lost Apothecary by Sarah Penner 
A female apothecary secretly dispenses poisons to liberate women from the men who have wronged them - setting three lives across centuries 
on a dangerous collision course. Rule #1: The poison must never be used to harm another woman. Rule #2: The names of the murderer and 
her victim must be recorded in the apothecary’s register One cold February evening in 1791, at the back of a dark London alley in a hidden 
apothecary shop, Nella awaits her newest customer. Once a respected healer, Nella now uses her knowledge for a darker purpose - selling 
well-disguised poisons to desperate women who would kill to be free of the men in their lives. But when her new patron turns out to be a 

precocious twelve-year-old named Eliza Fanning, an unexpected friendship sets in motion a string of events that jeopardizes Nella’s world and threatens 
to expose the many women whose names are written in her register. In present-day London, aspiring historian Caroline Parcewell spends her tenth 
wedding anniversary alone, reeling from the discovery of her husband’s infidelity. When she finds an old apothecary vial near the river Thames, she 
can’t resist investigating, only to realize she’s found a link to the unsolved “apothecary murders” that haunted London over two centuries ago. As she 
deepens her search, Caroline’s life collides with Nella’s and Eliza’s in a stunning twist of fate - and not everyone will survive. 

301 p. LP, LP, 
eBook & eAudio 
available   
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By Any Other Name by Jodi Picoult (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Young playwright Melina Green has just written a new work inspired by the life of her Elizabethan ancestor Emilia 
Bassano. But seeing it performed is unlikely, in a theater world where the playing field isn’t level for women. As 
Melina wonders if she dares risk failure again, her best friend takes the decision out of her hands and submits the 
play to a festival under a male pseudonym. 
In 1581, young Emilia Bassano is a ward of English aristocrats. Her lessons on languages, history, and writing have 

endowed her with a sharp wit and a gift for storytelling, but like most women of her day, she is allowed no voice of her own. 
Forced to become a mistress to the Lord Chamberlain, who oversees all theatre productions in England, Emilia sees firsthand 
how the words of playwrights can move an audience. She begins to form a plan to secretly bring a play of her own to the 
stage—by paying an actor named William Shakespeare to front her work. 

528 p 
LP, CD, eBook 
& eAudio avail  
 
Historical 
Fiction 

The Seven Year Slip by Ashley Postan (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Sometimes, the worst day of your life happens, and you have to figure out how to live after it. So Clementine forms a plan to keep her heart 
safe: work hard, find someone decent to love, and try to remember to chase the moon. The last one is silly and obviously metaphorical, but her 
aunt always told her that you needed at least one big dream to keep going. And for the last year, that plan has gone off without a hitch. Mostly. 
The love part is hard because she doesn’t want to get too close to anyone—she isn’t sure her heart can take it. And then she finds a strange 
man standing in the kitchen of her late aunt’s apartment. A man with kind eyes and a Southern drawl and a taste for lemon pies. The kind of 

man that, before it all, she would’ve fallen head-over-heels for. And she might again. Except, he exists in the past. Seven years ago, to be exact. And 
she, quite literally, lives seven years in his future. Her aunt always said the apartment was a pinch in time, a place where moments blended together 
like watercolors. And Clementine knows that if she lets her heart fall, she’ll be doomed. After all, love is never a matter of time—but a matter of timing.  

336 p. 
EBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Contemporary 
Fiction- 
Romance 

From here to the great unknown by Lisa Marie Presley (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
In 2022, Lisa Marie Presley asked her daughter to help finally finish her long-conceived memoir. A month later, Lisa Marie was dead, and the 
world would never know her story in her own words; never know the passionate, joyful, caring, and complicated woman that Riley loved and 
grieved. Riley got the tapes that her mother had recorded for the book, lay in her bed, and listened as Lisa Marie told story after about 
smashing golf carts together in the yards of Graceland; about the unconditional love she felt from her father, Elvis; about being upstairs, just 
the two of them. About getting dragged screaming out of the bathroom as she ran towards his body on the floor. About living in Los Angeles 

with her mother, getting sent to school after school, always kicked out, always in trouble. About her singular, lifelong relationship with Danny Keough, 
and about being married to Michael Jackson, and what they had in common. About motherhood. About deep addiction. About ever-present grief. Riley 
knew she had to fulfill her mother’s wish to reveal these memories, incandescent and painful, to the world. To make her mother known. 
This extraordinary book is composed of both Lisa Marie’s and Riley’s voices, a mother and daughter communicating across the chasm of life and death 
as they try to heal each other. Profoundly moving and deeply revealing, From Here to the Great Unknown is a book like no other – the last words of the 
only child of a true legend. 

320 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Memoir 

The Maid by Nita Prose  
Molly Gray is not like everyone else. She struggles with social skills and misreads the intentions of others. Her gran used to interpret the world 
for her, codifying it into simple rules that Molly could live by. Since Gran died a few months ago, twenty-five-year-old Molly has been navigating 
life's complexities all by herself. No matter—she throws herself with gusto into her work as a hotel maid. Her unique character, along with her 
obsessive love of cleaning and proper etiquette, make her an ideal fit for the job. She delights in donning her crisp uniform each morning, 

304 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
avail 
 
Fiction Mystery 
 



stocking her cart with miniature soaps and bottles, and returning guest rooms at the Regency Grand Hotel to a state of perfection. 
But Molly's orderly life is upended the day she enters the suite of the infamous and wealthy Charles Black, only to find it in a state of disarray and Mr. 
Black himself dead in his bed. Before she knows what's happening, Molly's unusual demeanor has the police targeting her as their lead suspect. She 
quickly finds herself caught in a web of deception, one she has no idea how to untangle. Fortunately for Molly, friends she never knew she had unite 
with her in a search for clues to what really happened to Mr. Black—but will they be able to find the real killer before it's too late? 
A Clue-like, locked-room mystery and a heartwarming journey of the spirit, The Maid explores what it means to be the same as everyone else and yet 
entirely different—and reveals that all mysteries can be solved through connection to the human heart. 
 

 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
1947. In the chaotic aftermath of World War II, American college girl Charlie St. Clair is pregnant, unmarried, and on the verge of being thrown 
out of her very proper family. She's also nursing a desperate hope that her beloved cousin Rose, who disappeared in Nazi-occupied France 
during the war, might still be alive. So when Charlie's parents banish her to Europe to have her "little problem" taken care of, Charlie breaks 
free and heads to London, determined to find out what happened to the cousin she loves like a sister. 

1915. A year into the Great War, Eve Gardiner burns to join the fight against the Germans and unexpectedly gets her chance when she's recruited to 
work as a spy. Sent into enemy-occupied France, she's trained by the mesmerizing Lili, code name Alice, the "queen of spies", who manages a vast 
network of secret agents right under the enemy's nose. 
Thirty years later, haunted by the betrayal that ultimately tore apart the Alice Network, Eve spends her days drunk and secluded in her crumbling London 
house. Until a young American barges in uttering a name Eve hasn't heard in decades, and launches them both on a mission to find the truth...no matter 
where it leads. 
 

503 p. 
eBook & eAudio 
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Historical 
Fiction 

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid  
Aging and reclusive Hollywood movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and scandalous life. But when she 
chooses unknown magazine reporter Monique Grant for the job, no one is more astounded than Monique herself. Why her? Why now? 
Monique is not exactly on top of the world. Her husband has left her, and her professional life is going nowhere. Regardless of why Evelyn 
has selected her to write her biography, Monique is determined to use this opportunity to jumpstart her career. Summoned to Evelyn’s luxurious 

apartment, Monique listens in fascination as the actress tells her story. From making her way to Los Angeles in the 1950s to her decision to leave show 
business in the ‘80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the way, Evelyn unspools a tale of ruthless ambition, unexpected friendship, and a great 
forbidden love.  
 

400 p. 
LP, eBook & 
eAudio avail 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Truths I never told you by Kelly Rimmer 
With her father recently moved to a care facility for his worsening dementia, Beth Walsh volunteers to clear out the family home and is surprised 
to discover the door to her childhood playroom padlocked. She’s even more shocked at what’s behind it—a hoarder’s mess of her father’s 
paintings, mounds of discarded papers and miscellaneous junk in the otherwise fastidiously tidy house. As she picks through the clutter, she 
finds a loose journal entry in what appears to be her late mother’s handwriting. Beth and her siblings grew up believing their mother died in a 
car accident when they were little more than toddlers, but this note suggests something much darker. Beth soon pieces together a disturbing 

336 p. 
LP, CD & 
eAudio avail 
 
Fiction- 
Contemporary 



portrait of a woman suffering from postpartum depression and a husband who bears little resemblance to the loving father Beth and her siblings know. 
With a newborn of her own and struggling with motherhood, Beth finds there may be more tying her and her mother together than she ever suspected. 

The Seven Skins of Esther Wilding by Holly Ringland  
The last time Esther Wilding's beloved older sister Aura was seen, she was walking along the shore towards the sea. In the wake of Aura's 
disappearance, Esther's family struggles to live with their loss. To seek the truth about her sister's death, Esther reluctantly travels from lutruwita, 
Tasmania to Copenhagen, and then to the Faroe Islands, following the trail of the stories Aura left behind: seven fairy tales about selkies, swans 
and women, alongside cryptic verses Aura wrote and had secretly tattooed on her body. The Seven Skins of Esther Wilding is a sweeping, 
deeply beautiful and profoundly moving novel about the far-reaches of sisterly love, the power of wearing your heart on your skin, and the ways 

life can transform when we find the courage to feel the fullness of both grief and joy. 

560 p.  
CD, eBook & 
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Contemporar y 
Fiction 

Hidden Nature by Nora Roberts (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Natural Resources police officer, Sloan Cooper, and her partner had just taken down three men preying on hikers 
in the Western Maryland mountains. Driving back, she pulled in at a convenience store—and walked right into a 
robbery in progress. One gunshot from a jittery thief was about to change her world. 
After being shocked back to life on the operating table, she has a long recovery ahead, so she moves back to her 
parents’ peaceful house in Heron’s Rest. As for the boyfriend who dumped her via text while she was in the hospital, 

good riddance. 
She may be down, but she’s not out. So when a woman vanishes, leaving her car behind in a supermarket parking lot, Sloan 
searches online for similar cases. She finds them, spread across three states. Men and women, old and young—the missing 
seem to have nothing in common. And the abductions keep happening. 
Luckily, the new man in her life shares her passion for solving this mystery. But it will take every ounce of endurance to get 
to the dark heart of this bizarre case—and she's willing to risk her life again if that's what it takes to stop the horror. 

 

448 p. 
LP, CD & 
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Romantic 
Suspense 

The Heart is a Star by Megan Rogers 
Layla Byrnes is exhausted. She's juggling a demanding job as an anaesthetist, a disintegrating marriage, her young kids, and a needy lover. 
And most particularly she's managing her histrionically unstable mother, who repeatedly threatens to kill herself. But this year, it's different. 
When her mother rings just before Christmas, she doesn't follow the usual script. Instead, she tells Layla that there's something she needs to 
tell her about her much-loved father. In response, Layla drops everything to rush to her childhood home on the wild west coast of Tasmania. 
She's determined to finally confront her mother - and find out what really happened to her father - and lay some demons to rest. The Heart is a 

Star is an engrossing, lyrical and powerfully absorbing novel about the complicated and beautiful messiness of midlife; about the ways in which we 
navigate an intricate, complicated world; and about how we can uncover our true selves when we are forced to face the myths that make us. 
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eBook available   
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Intemezzo by Sally Rooney (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Aside from the fact that they are brothers, Peter and Ivan Koubek seem to have little in common. Peter is a Dublin lawyer in his thirties—
successful, competent, and apparently unassailable. But in the wake of their father’s death, he’s medicating himself to sleep and struggling to 
manage his relationships with two very different women—his enduring first love, Sylvia, and Naomi, a college student for whom life is one 
long joke.  Ivan is a twenty-two-year-old competitive chess player. He has always seen himself as socially awkward, a loner, the antithesis of 
his glib elder brother. Now, in the early weeks of his bereavement, Ivan meets Margaret, an older woman emerging from her own turbulent 

past, and their lives become rapidly and intensely intertwined. For two grieving brothers and the people they love, this is a new interlude—a period of 
desire, despair, and possibility; a chance to find out how much one life might hold inside itself without breaking. 
 

453 p.  
LP, eBook & 
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Contemporary 
Fiction 

Finding Grace by Loretta Rothschild (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
 Honor seems to have everything. She adores her daughter Chloe and her husband Tom (even if he does work one hundred hours a week). 
But her longing for another baby threatens to eclipse all of it―until a shocking event changes their lives forever. Years later Tom makes a 
decision that ripples through their families' lives in ways he could not have foreseen. As the consequences of that fateful choice unfold, two 
women's paths become irrevocably intertwined. But when old love clashes with new, who will be left standing? And what happens when your 
secrets come back to haunt you? 

 

336 p. 
 
Contemporary 
Fiction 

The house of Hidden Meanings by RuPaul  
From international drag superstar and pop culture icon RuPaul, comes his most revealing and personal work to date—a brutally honest, 
surprisingly poignant, and deeply intimate memoir of growing up Black, poor, and queer in a broken home to discovering the power of 
performance, found family, and self-acceptance. A profound introspection of his life, relationships, and identity, The House of Hidden Meanings 
is a self-portrait of the legendary icon on the road to global fame and changing the way the world thinks about drag. Central to RuPaul’s success 

has been his chameleonic adaptability. From drag icon to powerhouse producer of one of the world’s largest television franchises, RuPaul’s ever-shifting 
nature has always been part of his brand as both supermodel and supermogul. Yet that adaptability has made him enigmatic to the public. In this memoir, 
his most intimate and detailed book yet, RuPaul makes himself truly known. Stripping away all artifice, RuPaul recounts the story of his life with 
breathtaking clarity and tenderness, bringing his signature wisdom and wit to his own biography. From his early years growing up as a queer Black kid 
in San Diego navigating complex relationships with his absent father and temperamental mother, to forging an identity in the punk and drag scenes of 
Atlanta and New York, to finding enduring love with his husband Georges LeBar and self-acceptance in sobriety, RuPaul excavates his own biography, 
uncovering new truths and insights in his personal history. Here in RuPaul’s singular and extraordinary story is a manual for living—a personal philosophy 
that testifies to the value of chosen family, the importance of harnessing what makes you different, and the transformational power of facing yourself 
fearlessly. If we’re all born naked and the rest is drag, then this is RuPaul totally out of drag. This is RuPaul stripped bare. 

256 p.   
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Girl Falling by Hayley Scrivenor (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

Finn and her best friend, Daphne, have grown up together in a small town in the Blue Mountains, NSW. Bonded by both having lost a younger 
sister to suicide, they've always had a close - sometimes too close - friendship. Now in their twenties, their lives have finally started to Daphne 
is at university and Finn is working in the Mountains, as well as falling in love with a beautiful newcomer called Magdu. 
Unused to sharing Finn, Daphne starts to act up in ways that will allow her to maintain the control over her best friend she's always relished. 
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Then, one fateful day, Finn, Daphne and Magdu all go mountain climbing - and Magdu falls to her death. Is it suicide, or a terrible accident - or has 
something more sinister happened? 
 
The tea girl of hummingbird lane by Lisa See   

This novel explores the lives of a Chinese mother and her daughter who has been adopted by an American couple. Li-yan and her family align 
their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. There is ritual and routine, and it has been ever thus for generations. Then one day a 
jeep appears at the village gate—the first automobile any of them have seen—and a stranger arrives. In this remote Yunnan village, the stranger 
finds the rare tea he has been seeking and a reticent Akha people.  

384 p. 
LP & eAudio 
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Historical 
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The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See   
Set on the Korean island of Jeju, The Island of Sea Women follows Mi-ja and Young-sook, two girls from very different backgrounds, as they 
begin working in the sea with their village’s all-female diving collective. Over many decades—through the Japanese colonialism of the 1930s 
and 1940s, World War II, the Korean War, and the era of cellphones and wet suits for the women divers—Mi-ja and Young-sook develop the 
closest of bonds. Nevertheless, their differences are impossible to ignore: Mi-ja is the daughter of a Japanese collaborator, forever marking 
her, and Young-sook was born into a long line of haenyeo and will inherit her mother’s position leading the divers. After hundreds of dives and 

years of friendship, forces outside their control will push their relationship to the breaking point. This beautiful, thoughtful novel illuminates a unique and 
unforgettable culture, one where the women are in charge, engaging in dangerous physical work, and the men take care of the children. A classic Lisa 
See story—one of women’s friendships and the larger forces that shape them—The Island of Sea Women introduces readers to the fierce female divers 
of Jeju Island and the dramatic history that shaped their lives. 
 

374 p.   
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The nine: how a band of daring resistance women escaped from Nazi Germany by Gwen Strauss (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
The thrilling story of how nine young women, captured by the s for being part of the Resistance, launched a breathtakingly bold escape and 
found their way home. As the Second World War raged across Europe, and the regime tightened its reign of horror and oppression, nine 
women, some still in their teens, joined the French and Dutch Resistance. Caught out in heroic acts against the brutal occupiers, they were 
each d and sent east into Greater Germany to a concentration camp, where they formed a powerful friendship. In 1945, as the war turned 
against Hitler, they were forced on a Death March, facing starvation and almost certain death. Determined to survive, they made a bid for 

freedom, and so began one of the most breathtaking tales of escape and resilience of the Second World War. The author is the great-niece of one of 
the nine, and she interweaves their gripping flight across war-torn Europe with her own detective work, uncovering the heart-stopping escape and 
survival of these heroes who fought fearlessly against Germany and lived to tell the tale. 
 

338 p.  
LP avail 
 
Non fiction - 
History 

Tell me everything by Elizabeth Strout (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
It’s autumn in Maine, and the town lawyer Bob Burgess has become enmeshed in an unfolding murder investigation, defending a lonely, isolated 
man accused of killing his mother. He has also fallen into a deep and abiding friendship with the acclaimed writer, Lucy Barton, who lives nearby 
in a house next to the sea. Together, Lucy and Bob talk about their lives, their hopes and regrets, and what might have been.  
Lucy, meanwhile, befriends one of Crosby’s longest inhabitants, Olive Kitteridge, now living in a retirement community on the edge of town. 
They spend afternoons together in Olive’s apartment, telling each other stories. Stories about people they have known – “unrecorded lives,” 

Olive calls them – reanimating them, and, in the process, imbuing their lives with meaning.  
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The Irish Boarding House by Sandy Taylor  
Dublin 1952. When Mary Kate Ryan receives a surprise inheritance from the woman who abandoned her as a tiny baby, she’s stunned. All her 
life, she has longed to know why her mother disappeared, and now she’s devastated to realise that every lonely night she spent without a home 
or family of her own, her mother knew exactly where she was. Mary Kate is about to refuse the money when she sees a beautiful, deserted 
house for sale and something sparks in her heart. She will reawaken it, as the Dublin Boarding House for Single Ladies, and provide a shelter 
for others as lost and alone as her. Can she help the two young girls left at the local orphanage, desperate for a home of their own? Or the 

pregnant teenager on the run, who only wants to keep her baby safe? The boarding house brings Mary Kate love and friendships she never dreamed 
of, but just as her heart is about to burst with joy, a new guest arrives. The stern older woman won’t speak about her past, but when Mary Kate uncovers 
her story, it reveals a devastating secret about her mother. With her life in turmoil once more, can Mary Kate draw on the strength of the women in the 
house to help her face her past, or will the tragedy she uncovers spell disaster for them all…? A heart-wrenching story full of family secrets.  
 

330 p.  
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Historical 
Fiction 

Geraldine by Andrea Thompson (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
The story of a woman who changes the world that wants to change her. Geraldine is born with an adventurer' s heart. Whether it' s escaping 
from boarding school in Rhodesia, or buying hormones from the local speed dealer in Weston-super-Mare, Geraldine is open to all the world 
has to offer— even if the world doesn' t quite know what to make of her. Arriving in Australia as an adolescent, Geraldine finds solace and self-
discovery through music. As she grows into a woman, she not only inspires others but also learns to be accepted for who she truly is.  

428 p. 
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Brooklyn by Colm Toibin (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Hauntingly beautiful and heartbreaking, Colm Tóibín's sixth novel, Brooklyn, is set in Brooklyn and Ireland in the early 1950s, when one young 
woman crosses the ocean to make a new life for herself. Eilis Lacey has come of age in small-town Ireland in the years following World War 
Two. Though skilled at bookkeeping, she cannot find a job in the miserable Irish economy. When an Irish priest from Brooklyn offers to sponsor 
Eilis in America--to live and work in a Brooklyn neighborhood "just like Ireland"--she decides she must go, leaving her fragile mother and her 
charismatic sister behind. Eilis finds work in a department store on Fulton Street, and when she least expects it, finds love. Tony, a blond Italian 

from a big family, slowly wins her over with patient charm. He takes Eilis to Coney Island and Ebbets Field, and home to dinner in the two-room apartment 
he shares with his brothers and parents. He talks of having children who are Dodgers fans. But just as Eilis begins to fall in love with Tony, devastating 
news from Ireland threatens the promise of her future.  
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A gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed 
an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from 
the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while 
some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances 
provide him a doorway into a much larger world of emotional discovery. Brimming with humour, a glittering cast of characters, and one 

beautifully rendered scene after another, this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavour to gain a deeper understanding of what it 
means to be a man of purpose. 
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The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles  
In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the work farm where he has just served a year 
for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett’s 
intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother and head west where they can start their lives anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett 
discovers that two friends from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden’s car. Together, they have hatched an altogether 
different plan for Emmett’s future. 
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Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 

After Tova Sullivan's husband died, she began working the night shift at the Sowell Bay Aquarium, mopping floors and tidying up. Keeping busy 
has always helped her cope, which she's been doing since her eighteen-year-old son, Erik, mysteriously vanished on a boat in Puget Sound 
over thirty years ago. Tova becomes acquainted with curmudgeonly Marcellus, a giant Pacific octopus living at the aquarium. Marcellus knows 
more than anyone can imagine but wouldn't dream of lifting one of his eight arms for his human captors--until he forms a remarkable friendship 
with Tova. Ever the detective, Marcellus deduces what happened the night Tova's son disappeared. And now Marcellus must use every trick 

his old invertebrate body can muster to unearth the truth for her before it's too late.  

368 p. 
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Contemporary 
Fiction 

The Convenant of Water by Abraham Verghese (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Spanning the years 1900 to 1977, The Covenant of Water is set in Kerala, on India’s Malabar Coast, and follows three generations of a family 
that suffers a peculiar affliction: in every generation, at least one person dies by drowning—and in Kerala, water is everywhere. At the turn of 
the century, a twelve-year-old girl from Kerala's Christian community, grieving the death of her father, is sent by boat to her wedding, where she 
will meet her forty-year-old husband for the first time. From this unforgettable new beginning, the young girl—and future matriarch, Big 
Ammachi—will witness unthinkable changes over the span of her extraordinary life, full of joy and triumph as well as hardship and loss, her faith 

and love the only constants. A shimmering evocation of a bygone India and of the passage of time itself, The Covenant of Water is a hymn to progress 
in medicine and to human understanding, and a humbling testament to the hardships undergone by past generations for the sake of those alive today. 
Imbued with humor, deep emotion, and the essence of life, it is one of the most masterful literary novels published in recent years. 
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The Colour Purple by Alice Walker (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award.  A powerful cultural touchstone of modern American literature, The Color 
Purple depicts the lives of African American women in early twentieth-century rural Georgia. Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie 
sustain their loyalty to and hope in each other across time, distance and silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty years, first from 
Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite the unknown, the novel draws readers into its rich and memorable portrayals of Celie, 
Nettie, Shug Avery and Sofia and their experience. The Color Purple broke the silence around domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the lives 

of women through their pain and struggle, companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate and beautifully imagined, Alice 
Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming journey towards redemption and love.  
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Educated by Tara Westover 
Tara Westover grew up preparing for the End of Days, watching for the sun to darken, for the moon to drip as if with blood. She spent her 
summers bottling peaches and her winters rotating emergency supplies, hoping that when the World of Men failed, her family would continue 
on,unaffected. She hadn’t been registered for a birth certificate. She had no school records because she’d never set foot in a classroom, and 
no medical records because her father didn’t believe in doctors or hospitals. According to the state and federal government, she didn’t exist. 
As she grew older, her father became more radical, and her brother, more violent. At sixteen Tara decided to educate herself. Her struggle for 

knowledge would take her far from her Idaho mountains, over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she 
wonder if she’d travelled too far. If there was still a way home. 
 

384 p. 
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The wife and the widow by Christian White. 
Set against the backdrop of an eerie island town in the dead of winter, The Wife and The Widow is an unsettling thriller told from two 
perspectives: Kate, a widow whose grief is compounded by what she learns about her dead husband’s secret life; and Abby, an island local 
whose world is turned upside when she’s forced to confront the evidence of her husband’s guilt. But nothing on this island is quite as it seems, 
and only when these women come together can they discover the whole story about the men in their lives. 
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Mystery  

Wild place by Christian White  
In the summer of 1989, a local teen goes missing from the idyllic suburb of Camp Hill in Australia. As rumours of Satanic rituals swirl, 
schoolteacher Tom Witter becomes convinced he holds the key to the disappearance. When the police won't listen, he takes matters into his 
own hands with the help of the missing girl's father and a local neighbourhood watch group.  
But as dark secrets are revealed and consequences to past actions are faced, Tom learns that the only way out of the darkness is to walk 
deeper into it. Wild Place peels back the layers of suburbia, exposing what s hidden underneath guilt, desperation, violence and attempts to 

answer the question: Why do good people do bad things? 
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The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams  
In 1901, the word ‘Bondmaid’ was discovered missing from the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who stole it. 
Esme is born into a world of words. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, she spends her childhood in the ‘Scriptorium’, a garden shed in Oxford 
where her father and a team of dedicated lexicographers are collecting words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s place is 
beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day a slip of paper containing the word ‘bondmaid’ flutters to the floor. Esme rescues the 
slip and stashes it in an old wooden case that belongs to her friend, Lizzie, a young servant in the big house. Esme begins to collect other 

words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have been neglected by the dictionary men. They help her make sense of the world. 
Over time, Esme realises that some words are considered more important than others, and that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences 
often go unrecorded. While she dedicates her life to the Oxford English Dictionary, secretly, she begins to collect words for another dictionary: The 
Dictionary of Lost Words. Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at its height and the Great War loomed, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals 
a lost narrative, hidden between the lines of a history written by men. It’s a delightful, lyrical and deeply thought-provoking celebration of words, and the 
power of language to shape the world and our experience of it. 
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The Bookbinder of Jericho by Pip Williams  
It is 1914, and as the war draws the young men of Britain away to fight, women must keep the nation running. Two of those women are Peggy 
and Maude, twin sisters who live on a narrow boat in Oxford and work in the bindery at the university press.Ambitious, intelligent Peggy has 
been told for most of her life that her job is to bind the books, not read them—but as she folds and gathers pages, her mind wanders to the 
opposite side of Walton Street, where the female students of Oxford’s Somerville College have a whole library at their fingertips. Maude, 
meanwhile, wants nothing more than what she has: to spend her days folding the pages of books in the company of the other bindery girls. 

She is extraordinary but vulnerable, and Peggy feels compelled to watch over her. Then refugees arrive from the war-torn cities of Belgium, sending 
ripples through the Oxford community and the sisters’ lives. Peggy begins to see the possibility of another future where she can educate herself and use 
her intellect, not just her hands. But as war and illness reshape her world, her love for a Belgian soldier—and the responsibility that comes with it—
threaten to hold her back. The Bookbinder is a story about knowledge—who creates it, who can access it, and what truths get lost in the process. Much 
as she did in the international bestseller The Dictionary of Lost Words, Pip Williams thoughtfully explores another rarely seen slice of history through 
women’s eyes.  
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Before we were yours by Lisa Wingate 
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings live a magical life aboard their family’s Mississippi River shantyboat. 
But when their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge—until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched 
from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they will soon be 
returned to their parents—but they quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and 
brother together in a world of danger and uncertainty. Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems 

to have it all: a successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. But when Avery returns home to 
help her father weather a health crisis, a chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her 
family’s long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to redemption. Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life 
scandals—in which Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the 
country—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places, the 
heart never forgets where we belong.  
 

342 p. 
eBook avail 
 
 
Historical 
fiction  

Still life by Sarah Winman  
Tuscany, 1944: As Allied troops advance and bombs fall around deserted villages, a young English soldier, Ulysses Temper, finds himself in 
the wine cellar of a deserted villa. There, he has a chance encounter with Evelyn Skinner, a middle-aged art historian who has come to Italy to 
salvage paintings from the ruins and recall long-forgotten memories of her own youth. In each other, Ulysses and Evelyn find a kindred spirit 
amongst the rubble of war-torn Italy, and set off on a course of events that will shape Ulysses's life for the next four decades. 
As Ulysses returns home to London, reimmersing himself in his crew at The Stoat and Parrot -- a motley mix of pub crawlers and eccentrics -- 

he carries his time in Italy with him. And when an unexpected inheritance brings him back to where it all began, Ulysses knows better than to tempt 
fate, and returns to the Tuscan hills. 
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The Lost Bookshop by Elie Woods (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
On a quiet street in Dublin, a lost bookshop is waiting to be found… 
For too long, Opaline, Martha and Henry have been the side characters in their own lives. 
But when a vanishing bookshop casts its spell, these three unsuspecting strangers will discover that their own stories 
are every bit as extraordinary as the ones found in the pages of their beloved books. And by unlocking the secrets of 

the shelves, they find themselves transported to a world of wonder… where nothing is as it seems. 

432 p. 

LP & eAudio 
avail 

 

Historical 
Fiction/Magical 
Realism 

Agatha Christie : a very elusive woman by Lucy Worsley  
"Nobody in the world was more inadequate to act the heroine than I was." Why did Agatha Christie spend her career pretending that she 
was “just” an ordinary housewife, when clearly she wasn’t?  Her life is fascinating for its mysteries and its passions and, as Lucy Worsley 
says, "She was thrillingly, scintillatingly modern."  She went surfing in Hawaii, she loved fast cars, and she was intrigued by the new science 
of psychology, which helped her through devastating mental illness. So why—despite all the evidence to the contrary—did Agatha present 
herself as a retiring Edwardian lady of leisure? She was born in 1890 into a world that had its own rules about what women could and 

couldn’t do. Lucy Worsley’s biography is not just of a massively, internationally successful writer. It's also the story of a person who, despite the 
obstacles of class and gender, became an astonishingly successful working woman. 
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Right Story, Wrong Story by Tyson Yunkaporta (NEW TITLE FOR 2026) 
Sand Talk, Tyson Yunkaporta’s bestselling debut, cast an Indigenous lens on contemporary society. It was, said 
Melissa Lucashenko, ‘an extraordinary invitation into the world of the Dreaming’. 
Right Story, Wrong Story extends Yunkaporta’s explorations of how we can learn from Indigenous thinking. Along 
the way, he talks to a range of people including liberal economists, memorisation experts, Frisian ecologists, and 
Elders who are wood carvers, mathematicians and storytellers. 

Right Story, Wrong Story describes how our relationship with land is inseparable from how we relate to each other. This 
book is a sequence of thought experiments, which are, as Yunkaporta writes, ‘crowd-sourced narratives where everybody’s 
contribution to the story, no matter how contradictory, is honoured and included…the closest thing I can find in the world to 
the Aboriginal collective process of what we call “yarning”.’ 
And, as he argues, story is at the heart of everything. But what is right or wrong story? This exhilarating book is an attempt 
to answer that question. Right Story, Wrong Story is a formidably original essay about how we teach and learn, and how we 
can talk to each other to shape forms of collective thinking that are aligned with land and creation. 
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Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin  
In this exhilarating novel, two friends—often in love, but never lovers—come together as creative partners in the world of video game design, 
where success brings them fame, joy, tragedy, duplicity, and, ultimately, a kind of immortality. On a bitter-cold day, in the December of his junior 
year at Harvard, Sam Masur exits a subway car and sees, amid the hordes of people waiting on the platform, Sadie Green. He calls her name. 
For a moment, she pretends she hasn't heard him, but then, she turns, and a game begins: a legendary collaboration that will launch them to 
stardom. These friends, intimates since childhood, borrow money, beg favors, and, before even graduating college, they have created their first 
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blockbuster, Ichigo. Overnight, the world is theirs. Not even twenty-five years old, Sam and Sadie are brilliant, successful, and rich, but these qualities 
won't protect them from their own creative ambitions or the betrayals of their hearts. Spanning thirty years, from Cambridge, Massachusetts, to Venice 
Beach, California, and lands in between and far beyond, Gabrielle Zevin's Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow is a dazzling and intricately imagined 
novel that examines the multifarious nature of identity, disability, failure, the redemptive possibilities in play, and above all, our need to connect: to be 
loved and to love. Yes, it is a love story, but it is not one you have read before. 


